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Letter from
the Editor
By Angela Kong
I never had the sex conversation with my parents. In fact, I probably didn’t even realize how sex
worked until I was in the 8th grade. While I did have
some understanding of condoms and birth control in
middle school, I can only recall laughing at the sexual
connotations of bananas and saying, “That’s what she
said.” I grew up in California within the public school
system, and wasn’t taught a proper sex education until
my senior year of high school in my physiology class.
However, this inadequate and problematic way of
learning about sex is not uncommon because most
states in the U.S. teach abstinence as their sole form of
“sex education” (Stanger-Hall 1).
In this issue, we will explore problems regarding how sex and sexuality is often understood in two
simplistic forms, either being sexually empowering or
ethically demeaning. Our magazine should elicit questions like: Why do we come to our understanding of the
world through binaries? Why is sex conventionally
viewed as either dangerous or pleasurable? In “The
Ethics of Porn,” we will weigh the positives and negatives of pornography. As Lynne Segal states in “Does
Pornography Cause Violence?” : “More dangerously
(in today’s conservative political climate), they fear
that we risk terminating women’s evolving exploration
of our sexuality and pleasure by forming alliances with
[...]the conservative anti-pornography crusade” (8). We
will also investigate the realm of feminist porn and it
attempts to combat the violence nature of pornography
by reinventing it. In addition, we will raise questions
about the ways in which sex education is currently being taught and how it should change in “The New Face
of Sex Ed.” In this article we grapple with questions
like: Why do most states insist that teaching students
abstinence is the most effective method of ensuring
sexual safety? Furthermore, why do we believe that
focusing on the dangers of sex will persuade students
to not have sex? Only focusing on sexual danger has
proven again and again to be an unsuccessful model,
specifically when “abstinence only states [have] the
highest rates of teen pregnancy in the nation” (Public
Health Degree, “Reproductive Health Education”). We
3

will also talk about the importance of expanding the
language of sexuality and how new and blatant ways of
talking about sex can help eradicate the social taboos
currently associated with sex (Cho, “Cornell Sex Week
Hopes To Facilitate ‘Positive Dialogue’”). Finally, for
a grim but existing reality in the world of sex, the article “Rape as a Genocidal Tactic” explores how rape is
a problem not merely in ghetto neighborhoods, but also
in the military and around the world. As Cynthia Enloe
states in “When Soldiers Rape”: “[...] [E]xposing militarized rapes does not automatically serve the cause of
demilitarizing women’s lives” (499). In this article, we
will show the detrimental ways in which rape has pervaded many spaces around the world.
Our goal at The Quarterly Quickie is to educate
people about sex positivity and to illustrate how it is
important to view sex with an open and nonjudgmental
mindset. Often, society attempts to understand the
world in simplistic binaries such as “good” or “bad.”
Fortunately, life cannot be categorized like this. In contrast, life is extremely multifaceted and nuanced and
we can discover these gray areas of life when we keep
an open mind. We hope this magazine helps give its
readers insight into the complicated subject matters of
sexual discourse, sex education, and sex in the military,
and introduce a nuanced approach to understanding sex
today.
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The Ethics of
Pornography
By Sam Buxbaum
and Joe Loyacono Bustos
Pornography, in its various forms and contexts,
has been an integral component of life and public discourse for most of recorded history. Today, we are
witnessing a steady resurgence of discussions surrounding its effect on sexuality and popular culture.
Currently, organizations such as the Center for Sex
Positive Culture have been increasingly publicizing sex
positive discourse. This organization believes that the
“appropriate uses of sex extend beyond reproduction”
and should ensure pleasure
and strong interpersonal relationships (Center For Sex
Positive Culture, “Mission
and Sex Positive Vision”).
The business of pornography is avidly supported
and disputed across the
globe. People tend to group
aspects of their life into two
simplistic and opposing categories and porn is no exception. Many people see pornography as a clear-cut binary
-- as something that is either sexually liberating or morally degrading. A common question that arises when
discussing pornography is how our society should view
sexuality in general: should we focus more on the
pleasure or danger aspects of sex? Anthropologist
Carole Vance talks about sexuality as it exists on a
more general level in our society, specifically regarding
the binary we use to view sexuality. She claims, “It is
all too easy to cast sexual experience as either wholly
pleasurable or dangerous; our culture encourages us to
do so” (Vance 336). Just like how other aspects of our
society exist in binaries, like one’s sex and gender, our
society’s view of sexuality also exists as a binary. Typically, if we only view one side of the argument, the
other side of the argument automatically takes up the
opposite characteristics. For example, the antipornography side fights for female agency (agency

being “the extent to which individuals believe that they
can control events that affect them,” according to Webster’s dictionary), and the pro-pornography side asserts
that porn objectifies women. In reality however, both
sides of the argument have valid and poignant points,
not all of which contradict each other.
Vance asserts we should focus on the pleasure
aspects of sexuality rather than the danger aspects because the former emphasizes female agency. She notes
that when we avoid focusing on the pleasure aspects in
the discussion around sex, “women [will] increasingly
view themselves entirely as victims […] [and] become
enfeebled and miserable” (Vance 337). Nina Hartley, a
woman who comes from a pro-pornography stance,
“resoundingly disputes antiporn feminist
claims” (Fallas 101). She claims that the “[antiporn
feminists] all want to eliminate my choice in the disposition my body. If I have the right to choose abortion,
then I have the right to choose to have sex for the camera” (Fallas 101).
A mind frame centered around the dangers of
sex can potentially cause
women to internalize their
role as the passive recipient
of sex, which effectively
robs them of their agency.
At the root of the issue with
pornography, “feminists
can agree that a central
concern for women is to
choice regarding their sexuality, sexual activities, and
sexual health” (Fallas 101).
Furthermore, when women
do not have control over
how sex and sexuality play a role in their lives, they
end up internalizing these feelings of inferiority. It is
when female agency is destroyed that we erase the potential for female sexual expression to “[...] transform
the cultural paradigm and ultimately change the
world” (Lee 208). However, it is important to illuminate the complications with merely feeling good or
feeling empowered from placing oneself in the pornography business. The feelings of empowerment one can
have from choosing to have sex for the camera highlights the ambiguities and vagueness of this entire argument. In other words, Hartley’s anecdotes raise questions such as: (1) So what if you feel empowered by
being a porn star? (2) How does merely having the
choice to be a porn star or by feeling empowered by
being a porn star have the power to change our society
as a whole? Many feminists struggle with

“Many see pornography
as a clear-cut binary -as being sexually
liberating or morally
degrading...”
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pro-pornography activists supporting their side with
anecdotes of feeling empowered because those feelings
can easily lead to a dead end. While some people may
feel empowered by being porn stars, this alone unfortunately does not have the power to restructure the pornography industry or change the way that society as a
whole views sex.
Another integral component of many anti-porn
narratives is pornography’s implicit reinforcement of
female shame. However, Vance asserts, “the overemphasis on danger runs the risk of making speech about
sexual pleasure taboo,” and it is precisely these perpetuated taboos that force feminine sexuality out of popular discourse (336). These narratives oppress women
and reinforce the idea that there are right and wrong
ways of having sex -- another harmful binary! Patriarchal notions of porn and the anti-porn arguments feed
into the porn binary, both reinforcing the idea that there
is a right and wrong way of doing and having sex. In
contrast, the idea of sex positivism tries to focus on
having fulfilling sex lives regardless of how or with
whom. In the concluding remarks of her argument,
Vance asserts, “Feminism must put forward a politics
that resists deprivation and supports pleasure” (340).
Her idea of avoiding putting women’s sexual experiences into inappropriately simplistic categories of good
and bad or right and wrong is an important and powerful message.
It is necessary to for us to take a step back to
broaden our understanding of coercion as it exists within concepts like femininity, learned gender roles, and
our ideas of pleasure. Anti-porn scholars such as Catharine Mackinnon, present a compelling case for radically restructuring how and where we notice coercion. As
Mackinnon claims, “in this system, a victim, usually .

female, always feminized, is ‘never forced, only actualized’” (Mackinnon 422). Systematic political, social
and economic disparities between genders requires that
we assume a proactive stance to extrapolate and to foster female agency in all facets of society, including pornography.
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The New
Face of Sex
Ed.
By Sam Buxbaum

and Joe Loyacono Bustos

In their video “Cunnilingus Class,” the comedic
duo Key and Peele bring to light the all too familiar
environment of school sex education class using their
profane and comical style of satire. When remembering
the awkwardly cold and impersonal sexual education
classes throughout our youth, we realize why this parody is so effective and entertaining -- it illuminates
many crucial aspects of
healthy sexual relationships that were seldom
discussed in the classroom. The very mention
of pleasure and partner
communication is often
seen as laughable and foreign to the Millennial generation’s “abstinence only” rhetoric. What is truly
remarkable is that these
actors wholly center their
sex education class on female, not male, pleasure. In order to effectively educate
young people on safe and healthy sex, it is necessary
for educators to radically change sex education. Sex
education must engage and critically examine sex as it
is represented in popular media, literature, politics and
religion, to ensure that students receive the information
they “need to form educated opinions” (Lamb 459).
Current sex education programs are both ineffective and painfully uninformative because sexual experiences are both emotionally and physically intimate
and cannot be boiled down to a mere interaction between sexual organs. Sex is commonly portrayed as the
cold and calculated act of copulation between penis and
vagina. Explicit mentions of pleasure are absent and
often substituted for scare tactics, especially when focusing on female sexual health. Ann Koedt’s “Myth of
the Vaginal Orgasm” is a powerful critique of how society views female pleasure and basic sexual anatomy.
Koedt explains conventional discussions of sex when
she writes: “The Vagina - Its functions are related to
the reproductive function. Principally,
9

(1) menstruation, (2) receive penis, (3) hold semen, and
(4) birth passage” (198). In addition, Kristin Luker
chronicles the evolution of the ties between sex and
gender expectations when she writes, “Sex education is
now and always has been about sex and its relation to
marriage, and that being about sex and marriage in turn
is always about gender” (243). We must restructure the
conversation around sex to avoid exclusionary gender
expectations and the neglect of female pleasure.
It is impossible to talk about sex without delving into its larger moral and social implications. Abstinence-only rhetoric roots itself in reinforcements of moral judgement and expected heterosexual monogamy. The inclusion of LGBTQ sex education “[...] would thus open the whole question of human sexual relationships beyond the confines of the
present male-female role system” (Koedt 200). Among
the lifeless diagrams of female and male anatomy, society often focuses solely on “conventional” sexual intercourse, such as the relationship of a straight couple who engage in penilevaginal intercourse. It is
time to step aside as moral
gatekeepers and confront
the fact that sex is not always as simple or as
“straight” as many teachers have taught youth to
believe. Frank conversations about all types of
sexual behavior, and information and resources for safe sex in nonheterosexual relationships are two crucial topics missing from the bulk of popular sex education discourse.
Sex education needs to focus more on ensuring
sexual health and pleasure, and not exclusively about
the dangers that occur during sex. These messages not
only inappropriately scare students about sex, but also
alienate those who do not identify as heterosexual -two huge negative repercussions of sex education focused on abstinence. All in all, we do not fully condone
or demonize sexual activity among young people, but
rather simply support sex education that provides students with the necessary tools and information about
how and when to have sex. With regards to birth control, Sanger asserts, “No woman can call herself free
until she can choose consciously whether she will or
will not be a mother” (144). Decisions about engaging
in sex stem from having control over one’s body, but
an integral part of this choice is also having knowledge
about and accessibility to contraceptives. However,
overall sex education should aim towards focusing
more on female and male autonomy and independence,

rather than exclusively contraceptives, which rely on
gender stereotypes and downplay personal choice.
To be clear, it is crucial to teach information about contraceptives. Nevertheless, sex positivism also tries to
convey the message that communicating and speaking
up during sexual relations is itself a powerful method
of birth control. Both of these messages give women
and men the tools to make healthy sexual decisions.
Sanger asserts, “No woman can call herself free who
does not own and control her body” (144). First and
foremost, having control over one’s body initially
stems from being confident enough in oneself to engage in the sexual relations one wants to. With more
messages about self-confidence, students will be more
likely to engage in sexual activity when they are ready,
not because they feel they should or because they want
to break the rules.
Cornell University is a great example of where and
how we want sex education to change. Cornell hosts
Cornell Sex Week, in order to help facilitate “‘healthy

and positive dialogue’ about sex throughout the University” (Cho, “Cornell Sex Week Hopes To Facilitate
‘Positive Dialogue’”). In addition, Cornell’s Sex Week
introduces vocabulary that students, and our society as
a whole, should feel comfortable using. Feeling more
comfortable using words like sex, vagina, or penis
helps to alleviate the negative and dangerous connotations associated with sex. A student at Cornell, states,
“‘It’s important because it’s making everyone more
comfortable about vaginas […] I think that it’ll be good
for us to slowly make ‘vagina’ a more comfortable
word to say openly’” (Cho, “Cornell Sex Week Hopes
To Facilitate ‘Positive Dialogue’”). Cornell’s week of
sexual discussion will help destroy social taboos
around sexuality as well as introduce sexual language
into casual conversation. Both of these are aspects of
sex education that provide people with the power and
knowledge to “decide for himself or herself what is
proper sexual behavior” (Luker 245). Individuals need
to feel secure with themselves, both mentally and physically, before they engage in sex. Sex positive conversations, like that of Cornell’s Sex Week, and these other proposed changes are crucial to make people feel
mentally and physically secure with sex.
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by blaming these acts of violence solely on misogyny
or male sexual aggression. However, as political scientist Cynthia Enloe states, “The sheer variety of wartime
rape sites may lure us into reducing the cause of wartime rape to raw primal misogyny” (501). She notes
that militarized rape can be used as a tactic from the
militia unto “foreign” women in countries they are invading, and also “rape by a male soldier of a woman
soldier in the same army” (Enloe 499). These two very
different rape scenarios highlights the variability of
rape as it exists in militaristic institutions. The inclusion of the term “foreign” brings the dynamics of racial
and ethnic prejudice to light as yet another factor in the
selective targeting of rape victims. Contextualizing acts
of sexual violence within specific conflicts allows for a
dynamic understanding of rape as a carefully orchestrated tool of military strategists, often covertly deployed onto civilian populations. Overall, because rape during wartime occurs in such varied ways, one cannot logically blame all wartime
rapes on a single reason
like misogyny. Like each
war, each rape situation
occurring during a war
has different causes and
different dynamics. From
war narratives, it becomes clear that the conventional view of rape as
an explicit act of nonconsensual sex is an inadequate construction of an increasingly complex picture.
It is crucial that militarized rape be “[...] recognized as
an act of violence, not of sex [...] Rape [is] a form of
domination and control, a weapon used to enforce
woman’s subordinate role to men” (Donat 41). This
distinction helps to locate violence within the realm of
gendered oppression and exerted male dominance.
Militarized rapes (the systematization of rape
during wartime) complicates the rape narrative and illuminates new dynamics of this gendered violence. In
order to conceptualize various forms of rape, it is advantageous to distinguish between varying causes and
larger social implications. Sylvanna Falcon writes
about rape as a weapon of war, and explicitly states
three separate types of sexual assault: “1. "Recreational
rape" as the alleged outcome of not supplying male soldiers with "adequately accessible" militarized prostitution; 2. "National security rape" as an instrument for

Militarized
Rape

By Sam Buxbaum
and Joe Loyacono
Bustos

Just as we’ve highlighted the prevalence of categorizing life into simplistic binaries, rape is also a reality of life that we see in very narrow terms. When
people think of rape they usually think of a young and
innocent female who is pounced by a scary male
stranger who emerges out of a dark alley far away from
any bystanders or witnesses. In reality, rape cases do
not discriminate based
on one’s gender, age,
ethnicity, race, socioeconomic status, or any other marker of one’s social
location. Although
women are usually victims of rape cases, with
a female being raped
every two minutes in the
U.S., “an estimated
92,700 men are forcibly
raped each year in the
United States” (The
Center for Family Justice, “Statistics of Sexual Violence”). Another
significant misconception around rape is that sexual
violence perpetrators are strangers or that they have no
ulterior motives other than aggressive sexual assault.
The harsh reality is that many rape cases fall into the
category of “date rape,” when forced sex occurs in a
dating relationship, with “73% of sexual assaults
[being] committed by a non-stranger” (The Center for
Family Justice, “Statistics of Sexual Violence”). Although “date rape” has occurred throughout history, this
term only recently entered our popular discourse. This
new term is a monumental step because it shed more
light onto these acts of violence. In addition to cases of
rape that occur between strangers or between acquaintances, it is crucial to highlight that the reality that rape
is not just a form sexual assault but is also a tool of social, political, and economic oppression.
When thinking and talking about rape and sexual assault, it is easy to oversimplify this phenomenon
12

bolstering a nervous state; 3. "Systematic mass rape" as
an instrument of open warfare” (33). It is when we
break down the varied motivations and expected outcomes of rape that the intricacies of sexual assault
come to light. Bringing discussions of rape from the
domestic and personal sphere into the public and political discourse allows people to more deeply understand
rape as a global tool for political and social oppression.
Just like the term “date rape” gave people the linguistic
tools to speak about this phenomenon, language is also
extremely powerful when talking about militarized
rape. Cynthia Enloe notes that during the 1991-1995
war in former Yugoslavia, “rape was elevated to the
status of a serious political issue (versus merely war’s
inevitable, natural, side effect)” (502). This change of
discourse around rape shed light on it as something
unique and systematic that requires special attention.
Seeing this problem as a “serious political issue” illuminated that militarized rape has been, and presently is
a type of gendered genocide. Activist Kimberle Crenshaw asserts, “[…] battering and rape, once seen as private (family matters) and aberrational (errant sexual
aggression), are now largely recognized as part of a
broad-scale system of domination that affects women
as a class” (484). Although there are issues with essentializing women (i.e. seeing them as a homogeneous
and unified class of people) the ways in which Crenshaw highlights militarized rape as a problem for all
women effectively gives this problem the weight and
bleak gravity it deserves.

Mary E. Odem, Jody Clay-Varner. Wilmington:
Scholarly Resources, 1998. 35-49. Print.
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Interview with
Alison Macklin of
By Joe Loyacono
Planned
Bustos and
Parenthood Angela Kong
Sex Education. At one
point in our lives, we will all be
faced with this topic, whether it
be introduced in the form of
awkward giggling and laughter
in our adolescent days, the infamous “sex talk” with our parents, or when we may be approached by our potential children in the future. Alison Macklin, the director of the Responsible Sex Education Institute and the Chair of the Executive Committee for the Denver Teen Pregnancy Prevention Partnership, faces this topic everyday in order
to inform the youth of what sex is. Prior to these positions, Macklin worked at Planned Parenthood as a Program Manager, where she engaged in teaching several
programs in the Professional Training Department. The
Responsible Sex Education Institute aims to give a
comprehensive sex education to adolescents in order
for them to be equipped with the knowledge and skills
to have healthy relationships. In addition, they also inform their students about the human reproductive system, contraception usage, STD prevention, how to be
responsible adults by having good communication with
partners and how to make responsible decisions. As
Anne Koedt states in “The Myth of the Vaginal Orgasm,” “[...] women have thus been defined sexually in
terms of what pleases men” (196). The Institute hopes
sexually empower both men and women to feel in
charge of their bodies and dispel popular myths regarding sexuality so that these adolescents have the
knowledge to decide what’s best for them. Through the
Responsible Sex Education Institute, Macklin and her
team hope to inform youth about the ways in which
they can engage in safe and healthy sexual relationships. By interviewing her, we hope to gain insight into
some of the ways in which sex education is currently
being taught and how this is impacting the youth.
Q: What is your general philosophy/mission statement
16

regarding the importance of sex education?
A: The responsible sex education institute teaches comprehensive curriculum to delay onset of sexual activity
for those who are not sexually active, and for those
who are, give them safe sex practices and information.
Q: Can you give us a brief overview of your sex education program?
A: Comprehensive sex education gives information and
skills to be able to make healthy decisions throughout a
lifetime. There is also basic core information given
about reproductive anatomy, S.T.D. prevention, contraception, talk about abstinence, and how to make
healthy decisions and relationships. We also provide
them with strong communication and decision making
skills.
Q: What are your thoughts/approaches towards education regarding nonheterosexual sex/relationships?
A: All of our programs are designed for everyone regardless of sexuality.
Q: How do you approach the subject of contraception?
A: We make sure that everyone understands that abstinence is the healthiest choice, but we understand that
not everyone will choose to be abstinent. So students
need to be educated on contraception choices out
there. It’s a personal decision. Talk to your health care
provider to make the best decision.
Q: Have you had to deal with any community or parental backlash in regards to your program/seminars?
A: The majority of parents want youth to have access
to comprehensive sex education. Occasionally there
are parents who are concerned about the curriculum
taught. We inform them of the abstinence measures and
contraceptive measure available. The majority of parents want the conversation to happen during school,
but all of the curriculums have a parent component.
Q: How might your program differ from conventional
abstinence-only approaches?
A: Our approach is an abstinence-plus approach. We
don’t utilize the value of marriage on it because we
know marriage is not an option for everyone. We want
our programs to be inclusive of everyone regardless of
sexual health or ability to engage in marriage. We
want to focus on all aspects of sexual health.
Q: Since starting the program, have you noticed any
changes in people’s attitudes towards sex and sex education?
A: There is importance in sex education, and parents
want this for the youth. I’ve seen more people being
positive and advocating for it to happen at schools.
Q: How has your program evolved since its beginning?
A: Well at the Comprehensive Sex Education Institute
all programs are medically accurate and factual. As
technology changes, we always ensure the most current

WORKS CITED

info is given. Also we want to make sure we address
the needs of the community. Sometimes we will make
adaptations to the program to ensure everyone is receiving comprehensive education.
Q: What are the ways you promote good and healthy
sex?
A: We ensure everyone is empowered with the education and skills. The ability to be empowered makes
them capable of making the decisions right for them.
Q: What is your planned trajectory for your program/
what would you like to see change in the next 5 years?
A: Increased access to education is our goal, but we
want to make sure that all youths have this type of access to education because it is critical for their futures.

Koedt, Anne. “The Myth of the Vaginal Orgasm.” Feminist
Theory: A Reader. 4th ed. Eds. Wendy K. Kolmar,
Frances Bartkowski. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2013. 196-200. Print.
McAvoy, Paula. “The Aims of Sex Education: Demoting
Autonomy and Promoting Mutuality.” Educational
Theory 63.5 (2013): 439-442. Web. 10 Mar. 2014.

This discussion highlights The Quarterly
Quickie’s dedication to implementing and propagating
a discourse founded in sex positivism. Grassroots initiatives will allow the conversation to disseminate
knowledge and foster progressive ideas of community
engagement. The necessity of a dynamic approach to
sexual education is conveyed quite powerfully by the
mission statements and community programs of the
Responsible Sex Education Institute. Alison Macklin
is transforming public perceptions and conversations
about sex education and allowing for more open and
comfortable environments. Shifts in the public discourse and student perceptions of sexuality have never
been more crucial given the rise in unplanned pregnancy and prevalence of sexually explicit media. Establishing safe spaces to talk about and better
understand these phenomena will allow for students
and adults alike to discuss and practice safe and healthy
sex.
Many of the core tenants of Macklin’s institute align
with our view of a sex positive approach to both education and feminist discourse, emphasizing reliable and
adequate resources and information. In a similar ideological framework emphasizing education and resource
accessibility, Paula McAvoy in her article “Demoting
Autonomy and Promoting Mutuality” states that it is
the job of “[...] ofﬁcials to consciously create a school
culture that recognizes students and resists allowing the
hyper sexualized norms of the market to gain traction
in the school” (494). The recognition of students as being capable of discussing and critically examining how
and when to have safe sex allows for personal and social empowerment. Comprehensive sex education programs will not only implore the critique of abstinence
only programs but perhaps more importantly, help
young people contextualize the significance of sexuality within larger communities and frameworks.
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