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Welcome. 
1

Dearest Readers, 

As young women attending college in 
Colorado who are passionate about the 
outdoors, we decided to create an 
ecofeminism magazine. This magazine is for 
anyone on the gender spectrum, although 
our main mission is to tackle uniquely 
women’s issues. GREEN QUEEN is a 
feminist rag that aims to explore more 
about ecofeminism in a way that can 
engage young, college-age individuals who 
want to incorporate ecofeminism in their 
lives. Here at GREEN QUEEN, we think it is 
vitally important to discuss and understand 
ecofeminism because it has shaped activist 
struggles and pioneered theorizing links 
between women’s oppression and the 
domination of nature over the last two 
decades(Plumwood 19). As Carolyn 
Merchant writes in “Women and Ecology,” 
“Women and nature have an age-old 
association – an affiliation that has persisted 
throughout culture, language, and history” 
(472). It is important to understand such 
affiliation as it impacts our lived 
experiences. This magazine has a focus on 
feminist theory surrounding  women and 
nature and how they have both been 
historically dominated by men in many 
ways. As bell hooks writes,  “We must 
actively work to call attention to the 
importance of creating a theory that can 
advance renewed feminist movements, 
particularly highlighting that theory which 
seeks to further feminist opposition to 
sexism, and sexist oppression” (12). 

2

Theories that help explain power 
structures are vitally important  for 
understanding why oppression happens 
and liberating the oppressed. Our plan is 
to shed light on feminist topics in a way 
that is informative and inspiring to help 
advance ecofeminism for young 
individuals. We aim to emphasize issues 
that should be brought to attention and 
discussed, but are rarely given that space 
in society. 

In our very first edition of GREEN QUEEN, 
our staff decided to include topics such as 
toxicity in everyday products and the 
negative implications of the “feminine-
care” industry on personal and 
environmental health. We chose these 
topics as they cover a variety of issues 
that are applicable to a wide array of 
young adults. In this first edition of 
GREEN QUEEN, we also have an “Ask 
Susie” article that covers the basics of 
ecofeminism and other common 
questions that young readers asked us. 
Additionally, we have an interview from 
the impressive Carolyn Finney Ph.D who 
is a cultural geographer, author and 
performer who focuses on issues of 
identity and environmentalism through 
the lenses of race and nationality. 
 
Although our magazine is specifically 
focused on gender oppression and how it 
parallels with the oppression of nature, 
we acknowledge that gender is not the 
only oppression in society. We have 
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incorporated discussions of race, class, and ethnicity into our magazine because we 
recognize the complexities of oppression. GREEN QUEEN is directed towards all people, not 
just those who identify as women. Historically, ecofeminism has been dominated by middle 
class white women, which has proven to limit its effectiveness. In our magazine, we aim to 
create a safe place for all people to read and learn about ecofeminism! Ecofeminism means 
different things to different people and it is not a unidirectional movement. We hope that 
GREEN QUEEN provides the necessary information to learn about ecofeminism in a non 
gender restricting way and also provides the tools to define 
ecofeminism for yourself! We hope you enjoy reading our first 
issue of GREEN QUEEN as much as we enjoyed putting it 
together!  
 

Best, 
 

Sam Sage Saccomanno  
 
 

Dive into ecofeminism WITH US!	
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Ask susie 

1

Dear Susie: 
My name is Ali Garcia and I am a 19 year-old college student from Boise, Idaho. I have been 
hearing a lot about ecofeminism lately but I still feel like I don’t fully understand it. I am hoping 
you can break down some of the basics for me. 

 
 
Dear Ali,  
Thank you so much for writing to GREEN QUEEN. I am so glad you asked this question. 
Ecofeminism can seem intimidating for many people, especially young folks. Many people, even 
those who are genuinely interested in the work ecofeminists do, can tend to shy away from it. I’m 
glad you are ready to dive in and learn about what it means to be an ecofeminist! 
 
It is important to remember that ecofeminism means different things to different people. Like 
feminism, ecofeminism is not a unidirectional movement. Instead, it is a collection of theory and 
politics and can manifest in a number of different ways. Greta Gaard in “Living Interconnections 
with Animals and Nature” describes ecofeminism’s main theory. She claims, “the ideology which 
authorizes oppressions such as those based on race, class, gender, sexuality, physical abilities, 
and species is the same ideology which sanctions the oppression of nature” (Gaard 1).  Amanda, 
let’s break this down. What Greta Gaard is saying is that the oppression marginalized people 
experience originates in the same social framework that makes people believe it is okay to 
exploit and control nature for their own benefits. This social framework is patriarchy.  
 
This definition of ecofeminism is one of the more inclusive definitions you will find. Many 
ecofeminist scholars and activists focus exclusively on women. One downside of centering 
women is the failure to analyze systems of oppression other than patriarchy. By doing this, other 
systems of oppression such as racism, classism and ability that also affect individuals are ignored. 
That being said, the connection between nature and women is a foundational ideology in 
ecofeminism.  

[…] 

? 
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Ask susie… continued 

 
Dear Susie: 
 
I need your help! My name is Amanda McReynolds and I’m a 25 year-old waitress from Reno, 
Nevada. I have been living here for over 6 months and I still have not found a grocery store 
near me that is affordable and has the produce and other foods I want and need. Oftentimes, I 
end up doing my food shopping at the convenience store. I can’t continue eating like this!  
Is this an issue that ecofeminism addresses? What do you recommend I do to help my 
situation?              

[…]  

2

In our society, women are often associated with nature while men are associated with culture 
(King 201). At first thought you may be thinking- Hey, that’s not so bad. I love hiking, I love the 
great outdoors. I feel that. We at GREEN QUEEN also love the great outdoors. It’s our thang. 
However, you also have to recognize the implications that come along with being associated 
with nature. We are taught that nature is primitive; it is undeveloped. Nature is uncontrollable 
and barbarous. Nature is passionate. Each of these descriptors of nature is deemed inferior to 
the characteristics of culture, which is associated with masculinity. So, culture is developed and 
civilized. It is rational and superior. In other words, culture is assumed to be everything that 
nature is not and everything that nature lacks. As Val Plumwood in Feminism and the Mastery 
of Nature tells us, “This is a model of domination and transcendence of nature, in which 
freedom and virtue are construed in terms of control over, and distance from, the sphere of 
nature, necessity and the feminine” (23). Therefore, being associated with nature is not a 
compliment, but rather works as justification for exploitation.  
 
As we know all too well, culture dominates nature. We also know that culture is associated with 
men and nature is associated with women. So, the patriarchy also dominates and oppresses 
women. In an article by Vandana Shiva titled “Development, Ecology and Women,” we learn 
that in the process of development (into culture or physically developed land), women and 
nature are forced to be passive subjects to be used and exploited at the will of man. She 
describes both nature and women to be “resources.” While this is an incredibly tough-to-
swallow idea, it is important to recognize the power of the patriarchy and the horrific effects it 
has on its subjects.   
 
Ali, I encourage you to take this knowledge and create your own definition of ecofeminism! 
Ecofeminism is a way of looking at the world. So, use this information to assess current events; 
look at situations of environmental racism and try to analyze the impetuses and implications of 
such situations. Using an ecofeminist theory provides you with a critical lens to view and 
understand the world! 

 
Hope this helps! 
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Nature Notes.  
Write your own autobiography. Explore what nature means to you. 
First notebook half off at NatureNotes.com 
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1

Amanda,  
 
It is heartbreaking and infuriating to hear your story. Access to affordable and quality food is a 
human right, and yet so many people are in situations similar to yours. You live in a food desert, 
along with 23.5 million other Americans (Hurt 47). The American Nutrition Association 
describes food deserts as “parts of the country vapid of fresh fruit, vegetables, and other 
healthful whole foods, usually found in impoverished areas. This is largely due to a lack of 
grocery stores, farmers’ markets, and healthy food providers” (USDA Defines Food Deserts”) 
You’ve probably heard the phrase “you are what you eat” a hundred times. This phrase is 
overused, but it does hold quite a bit of truth. The food we put in our bodies is directly linked 
with our well being and health.  
 
People who are uninformed on the issue of food deserts often assume the worst outcome of 
food deserts is high rates of obesity. While obesity is a common outcome of food deserts, it is 
more important to recognize the long-term effects of obesity as well as other diseases that lack 
of access to healthy foods can spur. For example, obesity has been linked to causing pancreatic 
cancer, which is one of the leading causes of death among cancer sufferers (Mayo Clinic Staff).  
 
It is also crucial to look at who lives in food deserts. As the American Nutrition Association’s 
definition of food deserts describes, “food deserts are typically located in impoverished areas”. 
Considering that women make up 70% of people living below the poverty line, food deserts are 
absolutely an ecofeminist issue (Alcid). That being said, food deserts also disproportionally 
affect people of color. The ecofeminism we promote at GREEN QUEEN recognizes Patricia Hill 
Collin’s “both/and” conceptual stance to oppression. Using this stance, we realize that different 
groups of people and identities experience varying levels of privilege and disadvantage at the 
same time (Collins 274). The “both/and” stance allows us to understand that different identities 
intersect with one another in the “matrix of domination.” Using this understanding of privilege 
and oppression, we know that systems of oppression work together and that there is no one 
foundational system upon all others are based. Therefore, we understand that marginalized 
people are susceptible to living in a food desert, although some are more susceptible than 
others. 
 
It is also important to recognize what groups of people are cultivating the food that will 
typically end up nourishing white, middle class individuals. According to the United States 
Department of Labor, “In 2001-2002, 83 percent of the crop workers identified themselves as 
members of a Hispanic group” (“The National Agricultural Workers Survey”). It is racial 
minorities who work to produce food that they might not even have access to! Additionally, 
these workers are forced into unsafe conditions in agricultural fields. For example, many crop 
workers have pesticides sprayed directly on them while working (Taylor 51). If pesticides have 
to potential to destroy entire ecosystems, imagine what they will do to the human body! Studies 
have found that migrant and seasonal hired farm workers are at a higher risk than the general 

Ask susie… continued 
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Ask susie… continued 

9	

	

2

population of the U.S. for prostate, brain, leukemia, cervix, and stomach cancers due to 
exposure to pesticides[…] (Mills et al. 185).  
As we continue to use pesticides, rely on GMOs and cut down forests to make room to grow 
more crops, both nature and marginalized groups suffer the brunt of the effects.  The 
consequences of this exploitation appear in people in the form of diseases and reproductive 
issues, including low sperm count in males and early puberty in females (“Reproductive 
Health”). In nature, this exploitation appears in the form of soil erosion, habitat loss and 
pollution. Therefore, we, as ecofeminists show that sexism, racism, classism and naturalism (a 
term used to describe the oppression of nature) all work to underpin systems of oppression 
(Gaard 5). These systems are what create food deserts and allow them to remain a human 
rights issue to this day.  
 
Amanda, while I know that your situation may feel hopeless at the moment, there are a few 
small changes you can make that have the potential to help you. First, I recommend taking a 
little time at the beginning of each week to plan your meals for the week. By doing so, you can 
reuse some of the same ingredients for multiple meals so that little food goes to waste. This 
can also help you plan vegetables and whole grains into your diet. Secondly, I recommend 
picking out a grocery store, even if it is a little farther away, to be your main store. If you go to 
a grocery store, the selection and quality may still be lacking, but you will be more likely to 
pick out more nutritious options than at a convenience store. Also, look into finding someone 
you can carpool to the grocery store with! That way, you two can save gas and share coupons 
and meal ideas! Finally, do some research about community gardens in your area. If you aren’t 
having luck locating any, you can grow a few of your favorite veggies at home! Lettuce is great 
for beginner planters because it is easy to maintain.  

Hope this helps! 
 Susie Q. 

 
Thank you for contacting Susie at GREEN QUEEN! We hope we thoroughly answered your 

Cheeseman Reservoir, CO. 
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Do you menstruate? 
Then Listen Up! 

10	

1

Few bodily functions are viewed with more 
fear and supposition than periods. 
Misrepresentations and questionable 
expectations of periods are pervasive and can 
be seen in the media and experienced at 
home and in school. We live in a culture 
where commercials flaunt the absorption 
potential of pads using beautiful blue liquid as 
a replacement for blood, which is apparently 
too disturbing to see on TV. Young 
individuals who menstruate are taught how to 
sneakily slide a tampon up their sleeve before 
they are taught what it even means to 
ovulate. It is not uncommon for emotions 
shown by a person who menstruates to be 
attributed to heightened hormones during a 
cycle. Finally, we live in a world where it is 
assumed that the only people who 

2

menstruate are women. This is not the 
case! This misconception erases the 
experiences of trans* and non-binary 
individuals who menstruate but do not 
identify as women. These are only a 
few common examples of period 
misunderstandings and myths that we 
experience daily.  
 
We know all too well that periods are 
viewed as gross, unflattering and 
uncivilized. Our capitalistic culture has 
attempted to “tame” periods by creating 
the “feminine-care” industry. This 
industry exploits women and people 
who menstruate by creating unsafe and 
expensive products to “civilize” periods. 
This industry exploits nature by 
creating products with unsustainable 
ingredients that produce mass amounts 
of waste. While we must continue to 
fight the stigma and misconceptions 
surrounding periods each and every 
day, new products, that aren’t harmful 
for our bodies or our environment, are 
being developed to enhance the way 
people experience their periods. One 
such product is the glorious menstrual 
cup, which soon may become 
ecofeminism’s best friend.  
 
Menstrual cups are silicon cups that 
are inserted into the uterus during 
menstruation. Instead of absorbing 
blood like tampons and pads, menstrual 
cups gather blood until the cup is 
removed and emptied. The 
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3

environmental, health and economic 
benefits of menstrual cups are 
undeniable. I hope to reveal these life-
changing benefits to you in this article. 
But first, I must tell you why you should 
stop regarding tampons and pads as your 
only menstrual product options. 
 
While nearly every person in the United 
States who menstruates uses either 
tampons or pads, few people understand 
the health risks of resorting to these 
conventional products. Because pads and 
tampons are considered “medical 
devices,” companies like Kotex and 
Playtex are not legally required to expose 
the ingredients used to create these 
products (Kiesel). This lack of 
transparency in the industry is frightening 
and leaves most people in the dark about 
what they are putting in their bodies. 
Tampons contain dyes, pesticides and the 
cancer-causing chemical dioxin, which is 
created when products are bleached with 
chlorine. Because the majority of sanitary 
products are made out of bleached cotton 
or rayon, most feminine products contain 
dioxin! Similarly, using tampons can strip 
vaginal walls of its lining which can alter 
its pH and leave you vulnerable to 
infection (“Medical Questions”). Not only 
do tampons contain toxic chemicals, but 
they can also cause toxic shock 
syndrome. Toxic shock syndrome is a 
bacteria-generated disease that most 
commonly occurs in menstruating people 
who use high-absorbency tampons. While 
people can buy organic tampons that 
don’t contain any harmful chemicals, they 
are much more expensive and can still 
strip vaginal walls of its lining. It is 

4

terrifying to think of how many people 
resort to tampons without awareness of 
the toxic ingredients and risks for 
disease and infection.  
Another downside of sanitary products is 
their steep price. The “feminine-care” 
industry is a $3 billion a year industry 
(Hu). Some states even tax period 
products as luxury items (Rhodan)! This 
added tax makes buying tampons a 
financial burden for many people. If we 
estimate that the average menstruator 
uses a small box of tampons each month, 
valued at $6, at the end of the year, that 
person has spent $72 on tampons alone! 
This exorbitant number does not factor 
in any other period-related products, 
such as medicines needed for cramps or 
sanitary pads. Secondly, if we are 
sticking to this same estimate, we can 
assume that by the end of the year, this 
person has gone through 300 tampons! 
This waste, including plastic tampon 
wrapping and applicators, is dumped 
directly into landfills where it will take 
years to decompose.  If the toxic 
chemicals and bleach didn’t scare you, 
hopefully the financial implications will 
persuade you to steer clear of tampons! 
 
Aside from the bodily horrors of using 
conventional sanitary products, there are 
also mental and social shortcomings to 
using these products during one’s period. 
Today, very few people have any idea 
how much blood they release during 
each period. Many people do not even 
touch their own period blood because 
conventional products have allowed us 
to distance ourselves from what is seen 
as an “unsanitary” bodily function. Some 

11	

Do you menstruate?  ...continued 
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Do you menstruate?  ...continued 

5

of the first pushes towards period 
positivity occurred during the 1970s when 
the groundbreaking feminist book Our 
Bodies, Ourselves was published and 
pushed for the destigmatization of 
periods: 

 Starting to menstruate will 
always be different for each person-
welcome to some, just the beginning 
of inconvenience for others. What 
we want to be sure to do is  to tell 
both our daughters and sons about 
menstruation so that they can be 
comfortable with it and open about it 
in a way that we were not (34).  

 
While this book was written over 40 years 
ago, periods are still a silenced topic. 
Conventional sanitary products contribute 
to the silencing of periods and period 
myths by telling menstruators that 
periods are an inconvenience and a 
hygienic nightmare that must be fixed 
with more products.  
 
Now that I have thoroughly convinced 
you of the evils of the products you have 
faithfully used for years, I hope you are 
ready to support the menstrual cup 
movement. This movement provides a 
convenient, healthy and environmentally 
conscious answer to your menstrual 
needs.   
 
While there are a plethora of menstrual 
cups on the market, many of the popular 
cups are very comparable and afford the 
user with similar benefits. Firstly, most 
menstrual cups have a one-to-three year 
warrantee and cost around $30. If a user 
who previously spent $72 a year on 

6

tampons switched to a 3-year 
menstrual cup, that menstruator would 
save $186 over these three years! 
Secondly, instead of throwing away 
300 tampons, wrappers and applicators 
a year, this person would be reusing 
one cup and saving an enormous 
amount of waste! The average woman 
throws away 300 pounds of period-
related waste in her lifetime (Rachel). 
When looking at these numbers, it is 
easy to see how big of an impact you 
alone can make by switching to a 
menstrual cup. Additionally, menstrual 
cups are composed of medical grade 
silicon. Unlike tampons, they are BPA, 
dye, fragrance and carcinogenic toxin 
free (“Medical Questions”). Menstrual 
cups are safe and easy on the body. 
For this reason, a menstruator can 

12	



	

	 15	

Green queen, march 2016 

Do you menstruate?  ...continued 

7

wear a cup for up to twelve hours without 
fear of toxic shock syndrome. These 
benefits show how menstrual cups 
outshine tampons on nearly every health, 
economic and environmental level.  
 
So now you must be thinking: Great! I’m 
onboard with the menstrual cup 
movement, but why are menstrual cups an 
ecofeminist issue? Tampons and other 
conventional menstruation products create 
a divide between a person and their 
period. Tampons act as both a physical 
and metaphorical buffer between the 
menstruator and the menstruation, which 
allows people to remain uninformed about 
what is happening within their body and 
removed from the material effects of their 
period. This distance reaffirms period 
stigmatization and prompts the creation of 
period myths. As Marti Kheel states, 
“Feminists have argued that behind the 
preoccupation with universal principles 
and abstract rules lies a mistrust of nature, 
including nature as it is found within 
ourselves” (63). Periods are a very 
personal, biological and seemingly 
“feminine” process and are therefore 
mistrusted and misconstrued by many.  
  
I know we are all in agreement when I say 
that period stigmatization needs to end. 
People who menstruate should not feel 
ashamed or embarrassed of a natural, 
bodily function that occurs every month! 
Gloria Steinem in “If Men Could 
Menstruate” provides humorous insight on 
the stigmatization of periods due to their 
association with the inferiority of women. 
She states, “Whatever a ‘superior’ group 
has will be used to justify its superiority, 

8

and whatever an ‘inferior’ group has will 
be used to justify its plight”(Steinem 
124). Here, Steinem is stating that 
because women are deemed inferior in 
our culture, their periods (which Steinem 
is assuming all women have) are viewed 
in a negative light. She continues her 
point by stating if men could menstruate 
and women were unable to do so, 
“menstruation would be an enviable, 
boast-worthy, masculine event” 
(Steinem124). Similarly, because periods 
are viewed to be earthy, mysterious and 
primal, the link between women’s 
oppression and nature is undeniable. 
Carol P. Christ states, “Women were 
denigrated because they seemed more 
carnal, fleshy, and earthy than the 
culture-creating males” (114). Periods, 
due to their link to nature, are seen as a 
justification for the subordination of 
women. So, when companies try to sell 
us period products that are harmful to 
both the user and the environment, these 
companies are not helping women and 
people who menstruate. Instead, these 
companies are acting as another form of 
power to control and profit from 
menstruators and nature.  
 
As ecofeminists, we must join together to 
reject companies capitalizing on our 
bodily functions. We can do so by saying 
goodbye to tampons and pads and by 
beginning to use menstrual cups. While 
menstrual cups are produced by 
companies, many of these companies are 
female owned and operated and have 
exclaimed their commitment to the 
environment. We must also fight each 
and every day to destroy period myths. If 

13	
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Do you menstruate?  ...continued 

Myth: tampons and pads are the only “sanitary” 
products that will enable you to adventure!	

14	

9

we hope to put an end to these 
burdensome ideas, it our duty to inform 
ourselves and our neighbors about periods. 
It is also our job to create a relationship 
with this monthly process and to accept 
that things will get a little messy 
sometimes, especially when using a 
menstrual cup. 
 



	

	 17	

Green queen, march 2016 

THE GRASS IS GREENER 

A Cannabis Dispensary and Edibles Business 

Owned and Operated by Women of Color 

1102 Greenway Drive, Louisville, CO 

1-800-GRE-ENER 

CANNABIS. 

BY WOMEN OF COLOR. 

FOR EVERYONE.	



	

	 18	

Green queen, march 2016 

C
a

r
o

ly
n

 f
in

n
ey
	

1

Carolyn Finney Ph.D is a 
cultural geographer, writer 
and performer. She spent the 
beginning of her career at 
UC Berkeley, and is currently 
a professor of geography at 
the University of Kentucky. 
Her work has been featured 
in outdoor magazines, 
including Outside Magazine, 
and she has interviewed with 
the Boston Globe, MSNBC, 
NPR and the Tavis Smiley 
show. She also serves as on 
the U.S. National Parks 
Advisory Board. In 2014, she 
completed her first book, 
entitled Black Faces, White 
Spaces: Reimagining the 
Relationship of African 
Americans to the Great 
Outdoors. Her work focuses 
on issues of identity, 
difference, and 
environmentalism, through 

2

the lenses of race, gender and nationality. Her work focuses on how we define environment 
and nature. Finney critiques the binary between nature and humans, and critiques what we 
traditionally define as experience in outdoors and connection with nature. She delves into 
the influences that racial history has had on our outdoor spaces and those who inhabit or 
visit them. She discusses the complexities of identity formation in all spaces.  

 
In the case of race and the environment, it’s not just who we imagine has 
something valuable to say. These assumptions, beliefs, and perceptions can be 
found in the very foundation of our environmental thinking, how we define the 
‘environment’ and how we think of ourselves in relationship with the 
environment. Who do we see, what do we see?”  

~Preface Black Faces, White Spaces 
 

In our magazine, we have focused on efforts to reimagine relationships to the outdoors. 
These spaces, including National Parks, ski mountains, and outdoor recreation, have been 
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Carolyn finney	

Q: Do you identify as an ecofeminist? 

A: I do say I am a feminist and cultural 
geographer. I have no problem with the 
term eco-feminist, feminist is you know 
actually part of the work that I do… the 
thing about feminism that is really powerful 
for me, the reason I ascribe to it so much, 
is not so much because it started off being 
about women, even though that’s how I got 
into it, it is that it allows us to consider 
issues of difference. As well as issues of 
privilege and inequality, that’s what I found 
so powerful about feminism on the whole- 
it’s fluid and can change depending on 
who is talking about it and where you are. 
My interest is in looking in issues of 
difference and how it relates to the 
environment. The issue for me with terms 
like eco-feminist is they are very limited. I 
just don’t want to be limited to just that 
identity. I identify as a performer, writer, 
and human being.  

 

1

Q: The culture of “outdoorsiness” 
usually involves wealthier white 
people going out into places like 
national parks. There has been a 
racial and socio-economic divide in 
these spaces and activities. Can you 
speak to why there are these 
divides? 

A: Some of the underlying issues are the 
history of this country. For different 
cultural groups historically, there have 
been different narratives about what it 
[nature] means. There’s a way in which 
when we’ve talked about issues of gender 
and race in politics, in media, in the 
classroom, but we somehow think that 
these [forms of inequality] don’t happen 
out there in nature. There’s a real sort of 
implied separation that somehow we’re 
going to walk out into the woods and it’s 
going to be different… the social and 
cultural practices, the beliefs and values 
that we’ve held and practice since the 
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historically predominantly white, leading to exclusion and racial separation. As a Black 
woman, Carolyn Finney has struggled with her place in these race conflicts, as she has 
done many things that have not been considered as traditionally black, like environmental 
work and backpacking. Her childhood in a wealthy white neighborhood in the suburbs of 
New York City gave her her first introduction to her racial difference. When she was 9-
years-old walking home from school, a police officer asked if the address to her home was 
where she worked. She recalls being bullied by her black peers for not fitting into 
traditional stereotypes. Finney later worked in modeling and acting, realizing after 15 years 
that she wanted to go back to school. She then studied women and gender studies and 
environmentalism and focused on how environmentalism and racism collide. Finney has 
spent years traveling around the globe, living in diverse cities, backpacking for weeks, and 
living in a little village in Nepal for a year. After being told repeatedly that her passions are 
not black enough, she learned that staying true to herself was more important than 
pleasing others. Part of her work has been her own negotiation of identity and what it 
means for her to be black, a woman, an academic and a human being.   	
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founding of this country, hold true 
elsewhere as well. They don’t evaporate for 
some of us when it comes time to think 
about going on a class trip, out into the 
wilderness. People may feel like maybe I’ve 
never done this before and maybe I’m the 
only one in the group who looks like me, 
and what does that mean? Am I going to 
feel safe? Am I going to feel comfortable? 
There’s a long history of African American 
identity being formed collectively. We’ve 
engaged collectively and said we want to 
take back all those negative stereotypes like 
how we were first seen as slaves and less 
than human. We were told we can’t go here 
or there. We’ve shrunk our ledge of what 
we can be, what does it mean to be black? 
We can also be complicit in shrinking our 
ledge…when we make a choice not to do 
something, we wonder what are our peers 
going to think of us? 	

1

Q: Is asking everyone to participate in 
outdoorsiness (all races and 
ethnicities) problematic because it 
asks them to enter into a traditionally 
white space? 

A: We start with the basic assumption that 
humans and nature are separate. We talk 
about going into nature as if we are not 
always in nature. Everywhere we are, even 
when you’re inside in a building, you’re in 
nature because you’re breathing and you’
re on a piece of land. It is important that 
plenty of us from different backgrounds 
have had very different experiences of 
nature. One of the things that I ask people 
to do is to write your own environmental 

2

autobiography. You have an experience of 
nature and/or the environment, even if 
you live in a city, in an apartment 
building, it doesn’t matter. You ate food, 
you’ve walked outside. The well meaning 
and well intended idea of some to say 
“we’re going to bring the people who 
usually don’t go into the great outdoors 
into the great outdoors, and give them 
this new and amazing experience” is 
coming from a good place often, but 
doesn’t recognize that they may already 
have a set of experiences in nature that 
are pretty powerful for them. Number 
two, they may not feel secure in that 
group or in a place that is that unfamiliar 
to them. Especially true if the person who 
is taking them out doesn’t look like them. 
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And three, they might just not be 
interested! Why is it that when you’re a 
person of color you just get thrown into this 
category of always feeling uncomfortable or 
not being able to afford it. Maybe you’re 
just not interested. Not everybody wants to 
go camping! 

Q: What are some ways to encourage 
people to explore the outdoors and 
try it out, without being 
condescending? 

A: Has anybody sat down and actually 
asked these students why they don’t 
participate? Just ask them! Set up a lunch 
or something, and have a conversation. Ask 
what they are doing on outdoors, not just 
why aren’t you doing what we do […] I did 
interviews with black people about what 
the outdoors meant to them, because I 
don’t want to assume that we all have the 
same definition. For some, it was something 
very far away and distant like the Grand 
Canyon. For some it was down the city 
bock, hanging out outside. For me, its partly 
understanding how they’re thinking about 
it, because they’re not all going to be 
thinking about it in the same way.	

1

Q: What are some other ways that 
we can discuss the connection with 
nature other than National Parks, 
hiking, camping, etc? 
 
A: A: Well, we are always connected with 
nature. You’ve got many cultures, 
indigenous and otherwise, that have never 

2

separated nature from people, there was 
never a binary. It sounds simple, but 
actually there’s something really deep 
there, that in every moment you’re 
connected to nature. Your whole 
understanding of what it means… nature 
doesn’t just show up when you go 
camping—that’s only one expression of 
how you might enjoy your connection 
with nature […] People in Florida would 
say they never see black and brown 
people in the National Parks, but on the 
drive to those parks, there are lots of 
rivers. There are black and brown people 
there, every day, fishing! They’re finishing 
for dinner, fishing for sport, but they’re 
fishing. That’s a relationship. So part of 
the question is to expand all of the 
different ways that we see what a 
relationship with nature might look like. A 
common example with state parks and 
city parks is a Latino family with music 
and food, and some people don’t like that 
because they come to parks for solitary 
time, but one is not better or worse. That’s 
just how they’re enjoying it, not 
everyone’s relationship is going to look 
the same. What people in positions of 
power define as relationships or the right 
experiences with nature. They are well-
intentioned people, but they can’t even 
see someone who looks like me unless 
they’re doing exactly what you’re doing. 
Just because you want to include 
somebody does not mean they have to 
assimilate. My job is not to assimilate to 
the dominant culture, my job is to be in a 
solid relationship with that understanding 
of difference. And also engage your 
difference, that’s the work, how do we 
stand in that tension and do that? 
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Q: In a 2014 interview, you 
discussed a black woman at a 
Historically Black College in 
Tennessee who was told by her 
black friends that recycling and 
environmentalism was a white 
thing.  
 
A: When I was younger, I had that 
thrown at me too, when I was 
backpacking in Nepal. I’ve had some 
black friends, and even my parents, say 
“black people don’t do that!” I laugh and 
say actually, we do everything, just like 
everybody. Part of it is historically looking 
at how we’ve tried to broadly define our 
identity as something that we have 
ownership over, because we’ve spent 
more time, since the founding of this 
country, being defined by others in terms 
of who we are. So in trying to figure out 
what it means to be black, and if you’re 
doing these other types of things, its hard 
[…] Part of it is that we have been taught, 
when you think about who you see, who 
is running all the environmental 
organizations… leadership has been 
historically all white. It is still largely 
white! The positions of power haven’t 
shifted, so largely what that means is the 
perspectives don’t shift. 

1

Q: On a small scale, like at a school, 
how do we change misconceptions 
about who should be going 
outdoors and into these different 
environmental spaces? 

2

A: I’m thinking about curriculum. When we 
take classes on environmental history and 
things having to do with the environment, 
what do we put into that curriculum? It 
doesn’t always have to be academic text, 
there are stories out there that are 
memoirs or in journals, movies, or art is a 
fantastic place, music and songs. People 
have found different ways to talk about 
their experiences and what they 
understand and what they see. Look 
beyond the list of people that teachers and 
the library has given you […] Do the 
internal work. My experience has been that 
sometimes it’s the black or brown person 
who is being asked to teach everyone else 
about race, like “here’s what you should be 
doing.” Everyone is responsible. It is not the 
job of black and brown people to teach 
non-black or brown people about what it is 
they’re supposed to do. What do I need to 
be reading, what do I need to be doing my 
own homework on. 

1

Dr. Finney grew up on an estate owned by 
a very wealthy family. Her parents, both 
black, worked on that estate during her 
childhood. They were the only family of 
color and experienced various forms of 
oppression. She had a mixed experience 
there of loving the beautiful, lush estate 
and also being the only black person 
around.  

Q: Can you speak to the feeling of 
not belonging in that space? 

A: It is a feeling I still have, the only 
difference is I’ve just gotten older. I’ve 
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turned it into my work, and that’s a way 
for me to deal with it. I can’t speak for 
anyone else. But it comes down to where 
do I belong, not just where do I feel safe 
and secure, but where do I feel 
authentically like I belong here? 
Somewhere where people aren’t staring, 
whether it’s a good thing or a bad thing. 
Where there’s no “oh, she’s here, and 
she’s kind of different.” There’s always this 
level of uncertainty. I’ve been picked out 
because I look different from everybody 
else in these spaces. And when it happens 
to you over and over again, for me at 
least, it is destabilizing. It feels like I can 
never be certain. How do you walk with 
confidence in a room where you don’t feel 
certain? Wanting to be liked and accepted, 
and not being sure that you will be. I’ll be 
honest with you, it’s not only about me 
being African American. It’s also because 
a lot of the choices I’ve made in my life 
weren’t considered “traditional things a 
black girl would do.” So sometimes I 
would get negative feedback from black 
people, I mean I got bullied by black kids. 
It wasn’t just the white kids, I was friends 
with people of all backgrounds and I did 
the things that they all did. I don’t think 
my story is unusual in that way, I think it’s 
that complexity of it. I wanted to be 
accepted by all my peers. The 
qualifications of acceptance shift, 
depending on the group and the time and 
place. Sometimes you just get stubborn 
and you say screw the qualifications, I’m 
just doing what I’m doing. And there’s a 
price, there’s a cost to that. It’s living with 
the idea of the risk, and what risks are we 
willing to take. What risks do we have to 
take in order for things to change. It also 

3

feels like you can never fully exhale and 
breathe. Doing the labor of that work. 
There’s labor to explaining issues of race 
and to show up and not seem like you’re 
hostile.  

Q: How has your experience as a 
woman played into your work? 
 
A: Personally, race and gender are so 
intertwined for me that when I try to think 
of one trumping the other at a given time, I 
can’t, it’s more complicated. As a black 
woman doing this, sometimes when there 
are issues to be discussed about the 
African American experience, I think the 
black male voice is privileged more. And 
I’m not saying they don’t have something 
to say, but there are so many black women 
too who have been speaking about this, 
the bell hooks’s that we don’t hear about. 
Even in the Black Lives Matters movement, 
we need to create a space where we don’t 
forget that black women and girls are in 
the room, and they’re dying too. The issue 
of beauty and physicality still matters for 
me as a woman. When I was younger I 
was involved with modeling and acting, so 
I was focused on how my hair looked, my 
weight and those things. I don’t like that I 
am caught up in that. It’s the struggle with 
wanting to be true to myself and what I 
think is important. And I like aesthetics and 
I think that can be fun, but I don’t want to 
let them rule me. I don’t want to feel less 
confident because of my weight or my hair 
looks different or I have wrinkles. Also, by 
upholding those ideals for myself, I am also 
upholding them for other women, whether 
I mean to or not. 
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Thanks, Carolyn finney!	

1

Throughout her interview, 
Dr. Finney stressed 
repeatedly that she cannot 
speak for other people, and 
that all she knows is her own 
experience. In this way, she 
engages in standpoint 
feminism, which maintains 
that an individual experience 
or narrative is valuable, and 
can be applied to larger 
groups of people 
sociologically. Patricia Hill 
Collins maintains the 
importance of “using ones 
standpoint to engage the 
sociological imagination [as] 
empowering the individual” 
(Collins 276). As Finney 
rejects stereotypes about 
black participation in outdoor 
recreation and 
environmentalism, she 
rejects the “externally 
imposed definition” (Collins 
276) of herself. 
 
Dr. Finney believes that race 
and gender are inextricably 
linked and cannot be 
separated, especially for her 
as a black woman. Kimberlé 
Crenshaw, in her black 
feminist critique of white 
feminism, critiques “the 
problematic consequences of 
the tendency to treat race 
and gender as mutually 
exclusive categories of 
experience and analysis”  […] 
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(Crenshaw 264). Historically, much of mainstream feminism has failed to recognize race, 
sexuality, class, ability etc as parts of inequality. Instead, they’ve privileged gender over all 
else. While this has created important dialogue around gender oppression, it has often 
silenced other voices. The idea that identities are complex and are shaped by various 
forms of inequality is essential to feminism. In our magazine, we believe it is important to 
empower people not only based on their gender, but on all aspects of their identity. Eco-
feminism does not exclusively privilege gender, but also maintains the importance of class 
and race in feminist issues.  
 
While Finney notes that gender is an important part of her identity and her experience of 
inequality, she rejects essentialist notions about women’s inherent closeness to nature. 
“The charge of essentialism has been leveled most vociferously against any feminist 
movement or writing that connects ‘woman’ with ‘nature’, which makes a certain kind of 
sense given that, historically, a litany of misogynies have relied upon that very 
connection” (International Feminist Journal of Politics 299).  
 
Dr. Finney’s comment that “everyone is responsible. It is not the job of black and brown 
people to teach non-black or brown people about what it is they’re supposed to do” is in 
line with radical feminist ideals. Charlotte Bunch argued “it is not the job of the oppressed 
to explain our oppression to the oppressor” (Bunch 109). If the entirety of a black 
person’s experience with well-meaning white people is explaining his or her oppression 
to them, it is hard for progress to be made. In spaces where the dominant group is 
constantly asking the minority how to not be racist or sexist, the minority group can be 
exhausted. Finney argues that we must personally do the work to learn about race, 
gender, class and other forms of inequality.  
 
According to Ynestra King, there are two different kinds of eco-feminism, “we are either 
concerned with the ‘environment’ because we are dependent on it, or we understand 
ourselves to be of it, with human oppression part and parcel of the domination of nature.” 
(King 201) Dr. Finney’s discussion of our constant connection with nature, no matter 
where we are, ties into the second idea, that we are a piece of nature, nature is in us and 
we are in nature. She rejects the binary of natural and human, and argues that that 
separation is misleading.  
 
Dr. Carolyn Finney’s work has challenged traditional notions of identity, of environment 
and of inequality.	
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The Goddess. 
 

"The simplest and most basic 

meaning of the symbol of 
Goddess is the 
acknowledgement of the 

legitimacy of female power as 
a beneficent and independent 

power. “ -Carol P. Christ 
 

Read texts. Learn. Discuss. 

Invite the Goddess into your life! 

An Online Seminar on the Goddess.  

 www.thegoddessandI.com 

“I’m spiritual, but not 

religious.” Sound familiar?	

How can we embrace the 

goddess in our own lives 
authentically, without 
appropriating other cultural 

traditions? 

How does she embody 
liberation? 

What is the role of the goddess 
today? What can we learn from 

her? 

“I found God in myself 

and I loved her fiercely.” 

-Ntosake Shange 
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The Price We Pay 

for Beauty: 
Toxicity in Everyday 

Products	

1

Your guide to the perfect smokey eye! How to get those look-at-me-red lips! Perfect, 5-step 
contour! Lotion to give you that golden glow without the UV rays!  
 
Every day we are flooded with tutorials on instagram and youtube, product ads in magazines, tips 
and tricks all over social media, and how-to’s for the perfect makeup looks. Here at GREEN 
QUEEN magazine, we know that makeup is a choice and that beauty comes from within. But 
what’s the harm on accentuating it and feeling just a lil extra pretty? Well, the harm might be 
more than skin deep.  
Your favorite products may have long-term effects long after you wipe them off at the end of the 
day.  
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In the last 50 years, products from a plethora of companies, including Dove, Garnier Fructis, 
Maybeline, have started using more and more chemicals. There are 80,000 chemicals on the 
market in the United States and of that number, only 200 have been tested for safety. Only 
five have been regulated by the EPA (Cunningham). According to the Huffington Post, 
chemicals in everyday products like house cleaning products, beauty products and body 
cleaning products are filled with chemicals. The EPA and FDA have no legal responsibility to 
test or regulate these chemicals, so companies fill their products with them. Chemicals in 
everyday products can include carciongens, something that cause cancer, and endocrine 
disruptors, a substance that disrupts hormones in the body. Some of the worst and most 
abundant toxins include BHA, BHT, Coal tar dyes (p-phenylenediamine and colors listen as 
CI followed by a five digit number), Formaldehyde-releasing preservatives, fragrance, and 
parabens (Dirty Dozen). 
 
Products that people use every day, including makeup, soaps, shampoos, lotions etc, can all 
have dangerous ingredients in them. EWG’s Skin Deep Cosmetics Database is a reliable 
database that analyzes the toxicity of products based on their ingredients. It rates products on 
an overall scale from 1-10, 1 being very gentle, 10 being very hazardous.  
 
The database also rates specifically for the categories of cancer, reproductive/developmental 
toxicity, allergies/immunotoxicity, and other concerns. The site rates for each of these 
categories on a scale of Low, Moderate and High. Developmental/reproductive toxicity 
means that pregnant women or women who may become pregnant can have children with 
birth defects or premature births. Immunotoxicity means that a chemical can disrupt the 
immune system. It also give 
specifics for each ingredient 
for the product so you can see 
what makes it so toxic. Spoiler 
alert—most products’ fragrance 
is the most toxic part of their 
product!  
 
Common, everyday products 
are surprisingly risky, even if 
they seem harmless. CoverGirl 
LashBlast Mascara is listed as a 
fouron the scale, and has a 
moderate risk for cancer and a 
low/moderate risk for 
developmental and 
reproductive toxicity. 
Bodycology Brown Sugar 

The Price We Pay for Beauty	
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Vanilla Hand & Body Lotion is rated a 7, with low/moderate cancer risk and moderate/high 
allergies/immunotoxicity. Banana Boat Clear Ultramist Sport Performance Continuous Spray 
Sunscreen, SPF 30 is rated a 7, with high developmental/reproductive toxicity, low/moderate 
cancer risk. Redken AllSoft Conditioner is rated a 5, with high allergies/immunotoxicity risk.  
 
Well this cant be legal, right?!?! These are dangerous chemicals, wouldn’t the government 
regulate them or at least require warning labels? Sorry to burst your bubble, but depending on 
the state, there is no legislation and loose company requirements to regulate their chemical 
use. The FDA allows companies to use a limited amount of chemicals, but over time the build 
up of these chemicals becomes significant, especially if you are using multiple hazardous 
products. According to Bloomberg.com, retinyl palmitate, which is used in concealers, has been 
linked to cancer in lab animals. Dyes for these concealers can contain aluminum, calcium, 
barium which are allowed in small quantities by the FDA, even though they are known 
neurotoxins (Dentch). Stacey Malken, who wrote “Not Just a Pretty Face: The Ugly Side of the 
Beauty Industry,” notes “A lot of the same chemicals are in a lot of those products, and we're 
using so many of them that we're getting exposed again and again” (Dentch). Be aware that 
even if your products are not super hazardous, using multiple products for years can be 
unhealthy.  
 
Even in states where there are stricter regulations, some companies use dangerous toxins 
under the radar. For example, the California Safe Cosmetics Act of 2005 did not stop companies 
from selling toxic products without warning labels. In 2013, the Center for Environmental 
Health in California found that hundreds of shampoos contained Cocamide DEA, which is 
known to cause cancer. It is against California law to not provide warning labels for extremely 
hazardous chemicals, so many people began to sue the companies that used them (Lee). Don’t 
be fooled, legislation does not always stop dangerous chemicals from being on the market.  
 
In addition, it is very hard to sue companies for their products’ toxicity. Because it takes a very 
long time for most of these side effects to set in, it is almost impossible to prove causation. For 
example, if you find out you are infertile, there are a lot of  other factors that could have caused 
that. There is also a great chance that your products caused it. But without proof, it is hard to 
hold companies responsible for individual illnesses.  
 
The ACOG (American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists) is calling for policy 
change and regulation of toxins in all products, including beauty and body cleaning products. 
Dr. Conry, of the ACOG explains, “Every pregnant woman in America is exposed to many 
different chemicals in the environment. Prenatal exposure to certain chemicals is linked to 
miscarriages, stillbirths, and birth defects.” Many chemicals that pregnant women absorb or 
ingest from the environment can cross the placenta to the fetus (Environmental Chemicals 
Harm Reproductive Health 2013). Jeanne A. Conry, MD, PhD, who is president of The American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, argues “lawmakers should require the US 
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Environmental Protection Agency and industry to define and estimate the dangers that 
aggregate exposure to harmful chemicals pose to pregnant women, infants, and children and 
act to protect these vulnerable populations” (Environmental Chemicals Harm Reproductive 
Health).  
 
Reproductive complications are considered women’s issues, since mothers’ exposure to toxins 
directly effects the health of her baby. Historically, many women’s health issues have been 
overlooked or not prioritized because scientific research has been predominantly done by 
men; “the selection and definition of problematics—deciding what phenomena in the world 
needs explanation, and defining what is problematic about them—have clearly been skewed 
towards men’s perception of what they find puzzling…thereby leaving unexplained many 
things that women find problematic” (Harding 16). It is often up to women to advocate for 
scientific research for the things that matter to them, which is a frustrating, dangerous issue.    
Toxic chemicals aren’t just harmful to our bodies- they’re bad for the environment too. 
Consumerism as a whole creates a culture of endless consumption of goods. 
Environmentalists all over the globe are condemning consumption of unnecessary goods 
because they take so much from the earth and give nothing in return. Beauty products, 
makeup and body cleaning products participate in this consumerism. Most of them are 
unnecessary for survival, unless of course you can’t survive without your red lipstick! These 
products consume resources, and take decades to biodegrade or disintegrate in landfills. 
Think of how many old tubes of lip-gloss or eye-shadow you have lying around from over the 
years. The consumption of products disrupts the natural symbiosis of the earth, “I want to 
argue that what is currently called development is essential maldevelopment” (Shiva 466). 
Where do these chemicals that we use in products come from? According to Andy Smith, 
“about 60 percept of the energy resources (i.e., coal, oil, uranium) in this country are on 
Indian land. In addition, 100 percent of uranium production takes place on or near Indian 
land” (Smith 289). Mining of these ingredients causes economic inequality and health 
problems such as cancer and miscarriages in Native American communities (Smith 290). 
Capitalism in the United States relocates resources to wealthier, dominant societies, 
“economic growth was a new colonialism, draining resources away from those who needed 
them most (Shiva 466)”. Instead of just boycotting all makeup, we advocate for doing some 
research on the companies that you support and whose products you buy. Some companies 
are worse than other; supporting local businesses can be a good alternative too.   
 
Okay- you get it- lots of products are toxic. But I use organic all natural products, so I’m 
good! Don’t be fooled by green-washing-- Regardless of how companies market their 
products as “all natural,” “nourishing,” “gentle,” etc, their products may still have harsh 
chemicals in them. For example, a company that markets their products as organic and 
healthy is Organix. One of their popular products, Organix Creamy Body Wash in Coconut 
Milk Hibiscus scent, is rated a 5 on the EWG scale. This Organix product is marketed with the 
words “organic” “nourishing” “sulfate free” and the logo offering “beauty, pure and simple”. 
EWG rates it at a moderate hazard for cancer, and a moderate-high for allergies and 
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immunotoxicity. It has other moderate concerns for organ system toxicity. The fragrance for 
this product is rated 8 on the same scale of 1-10 for hazardousness. Products only have to 
be 10% organic to be labeled as organic (Skin Deep® Cosmetics Database).  
 
This product is a great example of green-washing. It is marketed to consumers who care 
about their health and the safety of the products they use. The product, as we have just 
seen, is pretty toxic and can have long term effects. It is incredibly difficult, nay impossible, 
to discern how healthy your products are just based on what their labels say. Companies 
have no legal responsibility to mention any of the possible dangers of their products 
because they are unregulated by the FDA.  
 
Learning about all this is enough to get anyone down. So we have some alternative 
products for you so you don’t have to choose between looking your best and being healthy. 
To take a closer look at what products are safe for you, head on over to Safe Cosmetics 
Program Product Database, or to  
www.ewg.org/skindeep and just type in the product that you use. These reliable sources 
will give you the contents of your products and the relative risks they pose. You can also 
search by type of product and sort it from least toxic to most, so you can see the safest 
options for every type of product. There is also an app you can use, called Think Dirty so 
you can check out what makes up your make up.  
 
So, a few things to remember: read the ingredients, do some research on where companies 
get their ingredients and how sustainable their production practices are, check out the 
toxicity ratings, and be choosy with what you use on your body.  

29	

	



	

	 32	

Green queen, march 2016 

Works Cited	

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR  

hooks, bell. “Theory as Liberatory Practice.” Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. Eds. Susan 
Mann and Ashly Patterson.  New York: Oxford UP, 2015. 12. Print. 

McGuire, Cathleen and McGuire, Colleen. “Ecofeminist Visions.” Feministezine.com. 2003. Web. 5 March 2016. 

Plumwood, Val. Feminism and the Mastery of Nature. Rout;edge, 2002.  

ASK SUSIE! 

Alcid, Sara. "What Is Eco-Feminism?" Everyday Feminism. Everyday Feminism, 22 Apr. 2013. Web. 05 Mar. 2016. 

Collins, Patricia Hill. Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment. 
1990. Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. By Susan Archer Mann and Ashly Suzanne 
Patterson. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2016. 273-76. Print. 

Gaard, Greta. "Living Interconnections with Animals and Nature." Ecofeminism: Women, Animals, Nature. Ed. Greta 
Gaard. Philadelphia: Temple UP, 1993. 1-12. Print. 

Soul Food Junkie. Dir. Byron Hurt. Prod. Byron Hurt. 2012. Online. 

King, Ynestra. "Feminism and the Revolt of Nature" Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. By 
Susan Archer Mann and Ashly Suzanne Patterson. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2016. 200-03. Web. 

Mayo Clinic Staff. "Pancreatic Cancer." Mayo Clinic. Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research, 22 Nov. 2014. 
Web. 05 Mar. 2016. 

Mills, Paul K., Jennifer Dodge, and Richard Yang. "Cancer In Migrant And Seasonal Hired Farm Workers." Journal Of 
Agromedicine 14.2 (2009): 185- 191. Academic Search Complete. Web. 3 Mar. 2016. 

"The National Agricultural Workers Survey." Employment & Training Administration (ETA). U.S. Department of Labor, 27 
Mar. 2004. Web. 05 Mar. 2016. 

Plumwood, Val. "Chapter One: Feminism and Ecofeminism." Feminism and the Mastery of Nature. London: Routledge, 
1993. 19-40. Print. 

"Reproductive Health." Pesticide Action Network. Pesticide Action Network North America, n.d. Web. 05 Mar. 2016. 

Shiva, Vandana. "Development, Ecology, and Women." Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. By 
Susan Archer Mann and Ashly Suzanne Patterson. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2016. 463-66. Print. 

Taylor, Dorceta E. "Women of Color, Environmental Justice, and Ecofeminism." "Ecofeminism: Women, Culture, 
Nature" By Karen J. Warren. Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 1997. 38-81. Print. 

"USDA Defines Food Deserts." American Nutrition Association. American Nutrition Association, 2010. Web. 05 Mar. 2016. 

30	



	

	 33	

Green queen, march 2016 

DO YOU MENSTRUATE? 

Christ, Carol P. "Why Women Need the Goddess: Phenomenological, Psychological, and Political Reflections." Reading 
Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. By Susan Archer Mann and Ashly Suzanne Patterson. Oxford: 
Oxford UP, 2016. 113-15. Print. 

 
Kheel, Marti. "Ecofeminism and deep ecology: Reflections on identity and difference." Trumpeter 8.2 (1991). 
 
Kiesel, Laura. "Toxic Tampons: How Ordinary Feminine Care Products Could Be  Hurting Women." Salon. Salon 

Media Group, Inc., 22 Dec. 2013. Web. 29 Feb. 2016. 
 
Hu, Jane C. "Menstrual Cups Are a Feminist Issue." Slate. N.p., 9 June 2015. Web. 29 Feb. 2016. 
 
"Medical Questions." The DivaCup. Diva International Inc., n.d. Web. 04 Mar. 2016. <http://divacup.com/how-it-

works/medical-questions/>. 
 
Rachel. "The Environmental Impact of Everyday Things." The Chic Ecologist. The Chic Ecologist, 05 Apr. 2010. Web. 03 

Mar. 2016 
 
Rhodan, Maya. "President Obama Doesn't Understand the 'Tampon Tax' Either." Time. Time Inc., 15 Jan. 2016. Web. 03 

Mar. 2016. 
 
Rome, Esther R., Jill Wolhandler, and Abby Schwartz. "Anatomy and Physiology of Sexuality and Reproduction." Our 

Bodies, Ourselves: A Book by and for Women. Second ed. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1984. 24-37. Print. 
 
Steinem, Gloria. "If Men Could Menstruate." Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. By Susan 

Archer Mann and Ashly Suzanne Patterson. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2016. 123-25. Print.	

31	

	

Works Cited	

OUR INTERVIEW WITH CARLOYN FINNEY 

Bunch, Charlotte. "Lesbians in Revolt." Passionate Politics (1987): n. pag. Rpt. in Reading Feminist Theory: From 
Modernity to Postmodernity. 1st ed. Vol. 1. New York: Oxford UP, 2016. 109. Print.  

Crenshaw, Kimberlé. "Demarlginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist Critique of 
Antidiscrimination Doctrine Feminist Theory, and Antiracist Politics." Feminism in the Law: Theory, Practice 
and Criticism (1989): 264. Rpt. in Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. 1st ed. Vol. 1. 
New York: Oxford UP, 2016. 109. Print.  

Finney, Carolyn. Black Faces, White Spaces: Reimagining the Relationship of African Americans to the Great Outdoors. 
Chapel Hill: UNC, 2014. Print. 

International Feminist Journal of Politics, 10:3 September 2008, 299–304 ISSN 1461-6742 print/ISSN 1468-4470 online # 
2008 Taylor & Francis http:==www.informaworld.com DOI: 10.1080/14616740802185551  

King, Ynestra. "Feminism and the Revolt of Nature." Heresies 13 (1981): 201. Rpt. in Reading Feminist Theory: From 
Modernity to Postmodernity. 1st ed. Vol. 1. New York: Oxford UP, 2016. 109. Print.	

The Goddess. 

King, Ynestra. "Feminism and the Revolt of Nature" Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. By Susan 
Archer Mann and Ashly Suzanne Patterson. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2016. 200-03. Web. 

Christ, Carol. "Why Women Need the Goddess: Phenomenological, Psychological, and Political Reflections." Reading Feminist  
Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. Eds. Susan Mann and Ashly Patterson.  New York: Oxford UP, 2015. 12. 
Print. 

 

 



	

	 34	

Green queen, march 2016 

TOXICS! 
Cunningham, Vanessa. "The Human Experiment: How Your Brand Loyalty Exposes You to Toxic Chemicals." The 

Huffington Post. TheHuffingtonPost.com, 20 Apr. 2015. Web. 01 Mar. 2016. 
 
"Dirty Dozen' Cosmetic Chemicals to Avoid." David Suzuki Foundation. David Suzuki Foundation, 2014. Web. 28 Feb. 

2016. 
 
Dentch, Courtney. "What's on Your Face? Ten Most Toxic Cosmetics." Bloomberg Business. Bloomberg LP, 02 Dec. 

2011. Web. 27 Feb. 2016. 
 
"Environmental Chemicals Harm Reproductive Health: Ob-Gyns Advocate for Policy Changes to Protect Health." 

American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. ACOG, 23 Sept. 2013. Web. 02 Mar. 2016. 
 
Harding, Sandra. "The Woman Question in Science to the Science Question in Feminism." The Woman Question in 

Science to the Science Question in Feminism (1986): n. pag. Rpt. in Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity 
to Postmodernity. 1st ed. Vol. 1. New York: Oxford UP, 2016. 16. Print. 

 
Lee, Stephanie M. "Cosmetics Database Shows Products' Toxic Chemicals." SFGate. Hearst Communications, INC, 13 

Jan. 2014. Web. 02 Mar. 2016. 
 
Shiva, Vandana. "Development, Ecology and Women." Stayling Alive: Women, Ecology and Survival in India (1989): n. 

pag. Rpt. in Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. 1st ed. Vol. 1. New York: Oxford UP, 
2016. 466. Print. 

 
"Skin Deep® Cosmetics Database | EWG." EWG's Skin Deep Cosmetics Database. EWG, n.d. Web. 25 Feb. 2016.  
 

Back cover 

King, Ynestra. "Feminism and the Revolt of Nature" Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity. By 
Susan Archer Mann and Ashly Suzanne Patterson. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2016. 200-03. Web. 

Works Cited	

32	

	



	

	 35	

Green queen, march 2016 33	

	



	

	 36	

Green queen, march 2016 

	

“Without an ecological 
perspective which asserts 

the interdependence of 
living things, feminism is 

disembodied." 

– Ynestra King 


