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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Dear readers,
For the Kids:

I’m so excited to introduce you to The New Kids! A magazine by older kids for younger kids.

You ever wonder why doors are push not pull? Why we all can’t swim in our underwear when we’re
older? Or what it means to imagine a world with different rules? Now let me ask you if you’ve ever read
the Navajo Origin Myth “The Changing Woman” (a story you should all read)? The story retells the
beginning of the world, not the way you know it but with daughters, twins and sun gods! As an editorial
team who were kids like you, we believe in this story and the way it writes children with bubbling, worldchanging magical potential. I hope you enjoy this magazine--in every page there is a treat for you and
something to talk about and even draw about and if you don’t like it, draw over it and write your own
story with your own beautiful world and share it with your parents and teachers. Never forget that you
have so much magic--let it burst, fly and explode, and never stop thinking about your world and asking
questions!

To the Adults:

In an age where we are attached to our own rhetoric, ideals and differences, we realized

that our own radical imagination as college writers was withering away. My editorial team agreed that
the dissonance between us and our parents seemed greater than years before. We agonized over this,
until bell hooks shone upon us with her infinite wisdom. hooks quoting Terry Eagleton reminded us
that “Children make the best theorists, since they have not yet been educated into accepting our routine
social practices as “natural” … regarding them with wondering estrangement which we adults have long
forgotten.” We took this sentiment very seriously, in fact it is what sparked the flame for The New Kids.
From here we looked to the indefatigable scholar Chandra Mohanty to think critically about the way our
knowledge systems are shaped. We decided to empower the kids of today and promote educators and
guardians to take up the task of raising the new age of theorists!

As educators and guardians, we want you to read this magazine with your child! The magazine features
an informative fantasy story with a discussion space and tools for parents to engage the explored
material with children. We highlight some children in history who found ways to make their wildest
questions come to life. We also have an interview with Ms. Gigi, an experienced teacher with involvement
in education since 1983 stemming across over 35 states.

Ultimately, The New Kids is a collaborative magazine with questions, conversations, symbols and
captivating artwork. We hope that the landscape we created encourages conversation--raising a young
theorist is not only a space of growth and questioning, but of healing for everyone.

LINDUMUZI "JABU" NDLOVU
EDITOR
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A Note from the team: Hello Kids and Parents,
We hope you are all doing well, maybe even thriving, but
at least getting by. Our team (made up of Chloe, Emily,
Jabu, Oscar, and Vang) decided to make this magazine for
you, our lovely audience, so that we could hopefully find a
way to help educate children and parents at the same time
in the most team-oriented, easy-to-access manner possible.
As students within Colorado College’s Feminist and
Gender Studies department, we embrace critical inquiry**,
education, and activism to promote equity (**asking
serious, mindful questions from multiple perspectives,
trying our best to not make assumptions or stereotypes,
while trying to push forward or create new ideas,
questions, and solutions).
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COOL KIDS LIKE YOU!
A Glimpse into the Lives of Children who have
made a difference
BY CHLOE DILLON
HEY EVERYBODY, I’m here to to tell you all
about cool kids just like you! Super cool kids
are never afraid to ask questions, know they
are special, and achieve big things. Asking
questions is important because sometimes
when you are a kid, you may be confused
about how things work. Always remember,
asking questions is never embarrassing
because the world is so big and you are so new
to it. Sometimes, adults might tell you that the
world is too big or that you are too little… I
think that is silly! Aren’t kids just people in
smaller bodies anyways? In fact, kids often ask
the best questions because parents forget how
important it is to question the way the world
works. Adults get too used to accepting the
way things are because they see it as normal.
You are special and so are all your questions!
Here are some really cool kids who did big
things even when they were little:

Saugat Bista:
Saugat’s Question: Why is it only adults that get
to make movies?
Saugat’s achievement: At seven years old,
Saugat became the youngest movie director of
a professional and full length movie. The
Nepalese movie was called Love You Baba.
What made Saugat Special?: Saugat was special
because he had bigger dreams than lots of
adults think kids can have. Remember how
COOL Saugat is the next time somebody tells
you that you are too little to do something.

Brian Zimmerman:
Brian’s Question: Brian wondered why
adults in charge of our towns and cities
cared more about keeping their job
than doing what they thought was the
right thing to do.
Brian’s achievement: At eleven years
old, Brian told his town of Crabb, Texas
that “The mayor isn’t there to sit and
worry about keeping his job. He’s there
to do what’s best for the people.” Brian
became the youngest United States
mayor ever!
What made Brian Special?: Brian was
special because he knew he needed to
question the way his town worked, what
adults told him was normal, and wanted
to do the right thing.

Sydney Keiser:
Sydney’s Question: Why do only adults
get to decide what I wear? Why does no
one care about what I think I should
wear?
Sydney's achievement: At four years old,
Sydney became a fashion designer for J.
Crew Children’s Wear.
What made Sydney Special?: Sydney was
a great drawer and artist, she knew that
her designs and drawings were just as
cool as something an adult could do.
Sydney realized she could design what
she and other kids would want to wear
and get to decide for themselves!

COOL KIDS LIKE YOU

You can be just like these cool kids! You can
achieve your dreams by asking questions
because asking questions can make the world
a better place. You aren’t alone! You are never
weird or stupid when you ask questions.
Sometimes, adults might make you feel that
way just because they know more about the
world because they have been in the world
longer. Sometimes, adults get scared when
kids ask questions because they want things
to stay the way they are. Lots of other kids ask
questions too!
For example:
Sometimes boys will tell girls that only boys
play sports, and when girls get to pick toys
they would only get barbies. Barbies are so
much fun to play with, but girls like to play
with a lot more than just dolls too. Girls have
so many interests and hobbies that boys have.
A conversation might go like this:
Adult: Boys, what kind of toys would your
friend Mary like to get at Target?
Boys: Mary would only want to buy Barbies.
Adult: Mary is that true?
Mary: I like Barbies but I would also want a
bow and arrow.
A similar example might be:
Adult: What kind of things to girls like?
Mary: Only girls play with dolls.
Max: Actually, I love to play Barbie with both
my boy and girl cousins!

ThoUGhT BubBlE
For Girls and Boys:
Sometimes people tell you that you
can only like certain things because
of your gender. Boys and adults
might say oh “girls don’t do this” or
“boys aren’t supposed to play
dressup”. It is important to realize
lots of girls and boys hear this and
wonder the same thing. Kids like you
might think: Not all of that is true, or
I like that but also other things. You
might feel like you are only allowed
to enjoy things people tell you is
normal for your gender to like. Other
kids are wondering just like you why
there has to be rules as a girl or boy.
Don’t be afraid to speak up and say
that isn’t true or ask why they believe
what they are saying.
Sometimes, adults tell you there are
only two types of ways something can
be.
For example:
An adult might ask you, “What makes
something good or bad?”
Max: What kind of good do you mean?
There are two types of good.
Adults don’t always realize that there
are many ways to think about
something when they have only
thought about something a certain
way for years (Hill, 444-449). It is your
job to remind them to be more
imaginative and question what they
are even asking you.
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Do you ever ask yourself the type of questions Max asks? Lots of kids do! Don’t get scared
when adults like parents and teachers tell you not to ask why things are the way they are.
Not being scared when people tell you to stop asking questions is called confidence! Being
confident in your ability to ask questions helps you become a cool kid just like Sydney,
Saugat, or Brian. There are times that people may not like the way you ask questions, to fix
this problem you can remember to use words like “please and thank you”, be patient and not
interrupt when people are talking, and to be polite to adults that love you.
It’s time to go, but never ever stop asking questions! Your parents and teachers might
sometimes be scared by the questions you ask and tell you to stop. When that happens
remember that you are just being a cool kid. The adults in your life want you to be brave
and challenge the world -- but your parents can forget what it’s like to be a kid and why you
need to ask questions. The world is beautiful, Be brave and make a splash in it! Good luck!

For parents: Kids can achieve and theorize, thus we
should empower children to question the “norm” to
better society. We think it is important to highlight
kids’ contributions in various fields to show them
their imagination can become their reality through
inventions, discoveries, theories, etc. We know great
parents like you are looking up studies and reading
books on how to be the best parent to your little
person. A feminist theorist named bell hooks has
written in Theory as Liberatory Practice, that her
childhood theorizing of asking questions was healing
for her because it allowed her to become a more
liberated adult (37-42). In addition, we interviewed
teachers that suggested parents challenge their kids
more in order to get them to ask questions and have
a better understanding of their place in society. The
teacher we talked to claimed that many parents
want their kids to achieve big things, but are so
scared to push their kids because they want to
protect them. We are here to tell you that you can’t
protect your kid from the world if you don’t prepare
them for what it is. There doesn't need to be a
choice between protecting and challenging your
child. We hope you allow your kids to teach you more
about the world through their questions as well. Kids
will see the world in a way that is almost impossible
to deconstruct as an adult (Derrida, 24-33).
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EXPAND YOUR KNOWLEDGE WITH

FEMINIST BOOK
BUNDLE

Get a mystery box full of books that address
Gender and Race!
For parents to educate themselves
and their young learners

AVAILABLE AT YOUR
PUBLIC LIBRARY
MORE DETAILS AT WWW.FEMINISTBOOKBUNDLE.COM
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My Adventures with Zaza

BY OSCAR GLASSMAN

Authors Note
We have decided to not gender any of the characters in this story
in older to normalize difference, make it more relatable regardless
of the child’s gender, make the possibilities of character
imagination greater, and normalize the use of non-binary
language for children. The non-binary terms we use include: Zaza,
they/them/theirs, Hirself (combination of her and him).

Non-Binary Bee
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1 - STORIES OF SUMMER
As I pulled up to school with my Zaza, I felt a mixture of anxious and excited. We had had
such a nice summer together just hanging out at home. I was sad to see summer end but also
really excited about school. Zaza met my new teacher, Mx. Mason, a while ago. They said they
were really nice and that Mx. Mason likes to do a lot of art with students which I love. But I also
felt anxious because sometimes at school I feel like I have to hide parts of myself to fit in or not
get made fun of. At home with Zaza I can really be myself.
“Here we are!” said Zaza.
“Ok bye-bye! I love you!” I said. I got out of the car and saw my best friend Jasbir walking
into school. I ran to catch up with them and gave them a big hug.
“Hi Sam! How was your break?”, Jasbir asked.
“It was ok, kind of boring. How about you?”, I responded.
“Oh, my, God I went on a cruise with my family in the Caribbean and then we flew to
Europe! It was so cool!”
“That sounds nice.”
It was quiet for a little bit before I said, “We better get to class or we are gonna be late.” I
loved being with Zaza but it didn’t seem fair that Jasbir got to go to all these places with their
family while I had to stay home.
As we walked into the classroom, only one table had two seats left so Jasbir and I went over
to it and sat down. The other two kids at the table were Evan and Alex. They are best friends and
both think that they are my friend, but when I see them I feel like I have to act the way they
want me to or they will make fun of me. They said hi to us and I was worried that we were
gonna have to talk to them but luckily as we said hi back Mx. Mason started class.
“Hello students! I hope everyone had a great break. I am Mx. Mason and I will be your
teacher for the year. I love to teach art and we will be doing lots of it in class! Can everyone say
their name and what their favorite type of art is?”
As people started introducing themselves, it seemed like everyone liked either drawing or
painting but nobody said anything else. When it got to me I said, “My name is Sam and I like to
make sculptures out of clay.” I saw Evan and Alex look at each other and laugh. I felt like
everyone was looking at me. After introductions, Mx. Mason had us talk about our summer with
the people at our table. Jasbir started to talk about their cruise. I still felt jealous of them but
also was happy they had a good time.

After Jasbir was done I went: “I also had a really nice summer! I got to spend
a lot of time with my Zaza and we did a lot of art and had fun outside and-”
I wanted to talk about the time Zaza and I went to the art store and got the
coolest clay and then spent the whole day at the park making anything we could
find out of clay but before I could Evan said, “Well, that sounds super boring. I
got to go all over South America with my family. If I was stuck here, I would be
sooo bored.” Evan started talking about their summer but I could not listen. I
stared down at my desk and started thinking: “I guess my summer wasn’t really
that exciting.” Then I remembered how this morning I was really sad summer was
ending because I had so much fun with Zaza. Now I only felt worse.
After school, my Zaza picked me up. They could tell I was sad as soon as I got
in the car. “Are you alright, how was your day?” they asked.
“It was bad,” I responded letting the tears out I had been holding in all day.
“Oh no, sweetie” said Zaza, reaching over to hug me, “tell me what
happened.”
“Evan made me feel bad about liking clay and made me feel like my summer
was lame.
Jasbir and them both got to travel with their families and we just stayed here
the whole time.”
“Oh Sammy. I am so sorry. You know that we cannot travel because our
family isn’t like Evan’s or Jasbir.”
“Why are we different?”
“We just are, sweetie. The reason behind it is something for adults to worry
about.”
I felt so mad at Zaza. They can’t understand why I was hurt by Evan because
they don’t know what it is like at school. They think I am a kid who is too stupid
to understand that we don’t have money. I understand more than Zaza thinks, but
instead of telling them that I decided to just sit there and not say anything.

2 - ZAZA'S DREAM
Lying in bed I felt really bad about how my conversation with Sam went. I didn’t
know how to support them. I know they are too young to understand our money issues
but I couldn’t think of a way to talk about why we stayed home this summer without
talking about money. Finally I began to drift off to sleep.
Suddenly I was back at the school dropping Sam off. Wait - no, I was the one
being dropped off! I walked up to the school which seemed a lot bigger now. “Am I
Sam?” I thought. But just then ahead of me I saw Sam running into the school. I
followed them in because I wanted to see what their school day was like. I walked into
their classroom and saw them sitting at a table with Jasbir. I saw an open seat at a table
next to them and sat down. I could hear them talking and laughing together and it made
me happy to see Sam having fun. But when I looked back a second later, I saw that
neither of them were laughing. They both looked uncomfortable and sad and the two
other kids at the table were laughing and pointing at Sam. I wanted to get up and
defend Sam but felt glued to my seat. Luckily Mx. Mason started class and Sam and
Jasbir both relaxed.
After class was over, I walked up to Sam and Jasbir.
“Hi, I am new to school. Can I hang out with you guys?” I asked, hoping Sam
wouldn’t recognize me.
“Sure!” Jasbir said.
“We are going to our favorite place in the school if you wanna come along.”
Sam said.
“That would be great!” I responded, excited to see what Sam liked about school.
“Where are we going?”
“You’ll see” Sam responded as we left the classroom and started walking down
the hall way.
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“Here we are!” Jasbir said while opening a big door. As I walked in I was amazed. It was
a huge room with towering stacks of books as far as I could see.
“Wow!” was all I could say.
“Yea!” said Sam, “This is where we go when we are trying to figure something out that
we don’t understand.”
“A lot of the time parents think we are too little to understand things so we go here
because the books don’t know we are kids and they have to tell us what they really think”
said Jasbir.
“It’s great!” said Sam, “But a lot of the time I don’t agree with everything the books say.
Most of them are written by grown-ups and they all have a weird way of thinking. They
never even ask a lot of the questions I wonder about like: “Why are things the way they are?”
or “How did they get that way?” Most adults just think the way things are is the way they
should be – the way they have to be.”
I never knew that Sam was so interested in these questions. But as I thought about it
more, I realized that I should have known. Since they were really little they have always been
asking me questions about the world around them. I usually just got frustrated and said: “I
don’t know” or “That’s just how it is.” Now I realized that those questions were just them
trying to understand the way things are.
I was so focused on thinking I didn’t notice that Jasbir and Sam had started running
down one of the rows of books. I ran as fast as I could to catch up with them. When I got
into the row I couldn’t see anything but huge books all around me. Suddenly Sam stopped in
a section marked “Animal Kingdoms.” They pulled down a book called A Bee’s Life.
“Do you know anything about bees?” they asked me.
“No, but can you tell me about them?” I said.
“Well the first thing you need to know is it doesn’t make sense to have bees in the
“Animal Kingdoms” section because the Queen is the head of the hive. But I don’t even
understand how they decide whether bees are boys or girls. It doesn’t make sense to me.
Anyway, sometimes I wish I was a bee. The way they communicate and interact is so smooth
and perfect. A lot of the time it is really hard for me to describe how I feel, even to people I
love. That wouldn’t be a problem if I was a bee.” Sam said looking frustrated. Suddenly their
face got brighter and they said, “I know what to do!” Then Sam tensed up their whole body
and wings suddenly started growing out of their back! Slowly they were transforming into a
bee. I couldn’t believe it! As they flew off up to the tops of the huge bookshelves I felt myself
following them, buzzing away. I was a bee too! I never felt happier just the two of us flying
around together.

3 - PLAY TIME
21
My favorite time of the day is when we get to go outside after lunch and play. When Jasbir and I play outside, I feel
like we are off in a world with just the two of us. I get to forget anything that made me upset earlier in the day and I just
feel happy. Jasbir and I ate lunch really fast so we could have as much outside time as possible.
When we finally got outside Jasbir said, “Let’s play over here,” walking towards the giant sand pit.
“But that’s for little kids” I said, surprised.
“Just trust me, Sam. I have an idea.”
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They took their water bottle and poured it out onto a corner of the sand pit. Then they started picking up the wet
sand and stacking it up into a big pile. “It’s just like clay!” I thought as I got down on my knees and helped Jasbir.
“What are we building?” I ask excitedly.
“I wanted to go back to the Caribbean, but with you this time. I am making Mount Pelée. It was a huge volcano that
we climbed in Martinique,” Jasbir said.
As they placed the last bit of sand, suddenly we were both on the side of the prettiest mountain I had ever seen.
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“Look over there!” said Jasbir. “The ocean is the most beautiful shade of light blue. It shimmers like a diamond when
the sun hits it.”
“Wow!” was all I could say back as I looked over the pretty green trees to see the ocean. It was just like Jasbir
described. Beautiful.
We explored the mountain for what felt like hours and after there was nothing left to do, I had an idea.
“Jasbir,” I said breaking us out of our fantasy world. “Let me take you to my favorite day of summer!”
“That sounds fun!” they said.
I knocked over the mountain we built together and I started to make the park me and my Zaza had spent the day
playing in.
“Where are we going?” Jasbir asked excitedly.
“We are going to the park on the most beautiful day of the year. We are running around and freezing the things we
like in clay so we can look at them whenever we are sad.”
“Fun!” said Jasbir as they started helping me shape the sand.
“Everything was a deep green color with flowers that were bright red, blue, and yellow. There were birds in the trees
and they made such happy chirping sounds and sang pretty songs!”
While I was talking, I felt us leave the sand pit and flying to the park. We both ran up to an old giant tree with
branches thicker than both of our bodies combined. We sat down in front of it and started pulling and squeezing our clay
to make little versions of the huge tree.
“When I am home I never get to do fun stuff like this” said Jasbir, “I usually just watch cartoons which is nice but this
is so much more exciting.”
In that moment, all my jealousy and sadness about not getting to travel went away. I realized that when I was with my
Zaza or with Jasbir I didn’t need to travel. When I was with them, I could be anywhere.
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DisCUsSiOn sPacE
This story and our magazine in general was largely inspired by bell hooks' article “Theory as Liberatory
Practice.” It deconstructs the classical definition of theory as something that can only be done by elite, implicitly
white and male, academics. hooks redefines theory as something that we all engage in especially children and
adults who are experiencing traumatic situations. Theory for hooks becomes a way of coping with that trauma
and understanding the injustices one faces. She argues that children are in fact the best theorists because they
have not accepted as natural and unchangeable the institutions and ideologies around them.

1. It is important to recognize first and foremost the issue of “coddling” children or of “children’s innocence” is
explicitly racialized at least in the context of the US. For instance, black parents of black children often have to
teach their children about deeply traumatizing realities of anti-black violence in general and especially police
brutality in order to hopefully protect them from being murdered. White children are the ones who have the
privilege of being “innocent” or “too young to hear about that.” For more information on this see Mirian Ticktin’s
article “A World Without Innocence” which explores the concept in general but also specifically claims that
“childhood innocence was from the very beginning racialized as white in the United States; it came into being in
the second half of the 19th century in relation to its Other, the black child, who was constructed as a
“pickaninny”—a nonfeeling, noninnocent, juvenile worker.” For more, bell hooks chapter “Being a Boy” in her
book The Will to Change speaks on this issue as well.Therefore our goal in this story was not to get parents to
realize their children shouldn’t be coddled and speaking candidly infact empowers kids to confront
discriminatory practices. It is a more commonly shared experience for children to feel like their parents think
they are not smart enough to understand things they really do understand. This is what our narrative was trying
to pick up on and challenge.
2. Transition spaces can be very challenging for children, or for anyone, especially when the feel ambivalent
about their new environment. This is even more true for children who grow up within a home setting that has a
way of being or value system that is distinct from what is normative at school or in other spaces. Gloria
Anzaldúa’s work on borderlands theory deals with this issue of being torn between two knowledges especially
in the context of one dominating and steadily devaluing the other. Her article “La Conciencia de la Mestiza:
Towards a New Consciousness” and book “Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza” both deal with this in
depth.
3. Explain complex things to children can be children can be very hard but every time I talk to children I am
amazed at how much they can actually make sense of. It is especially difficult to strike a balance between
making them feel stupid and pushing ideas on them that they don’t care about at that time. The article “How to
Present Complex Ideas Clearly” by Emily Grossman on British Council’s website. It will walk you through how to
make these ideas clear for you children.
We encourage you to read all these theoretical works and not only embody them in your parenting but also
explicitly discuss them, on a simpler level, with your children. We encourage you to use themes and
relationships in “My Adventures with Zaza” to springboard this conversation.

16

Bees by Ysabel Trujillo
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PARENTS

HOW TO RAISE
THEORISTS
Wednesdays: 8-8:45 PM
Tutt Library
Bring your young
theorists! CC students to
supervise them!

Your Child is a Theorist:
Childhood, Curiosity, and
Worldview
By: Samuel Vang
Why is the sky blue? How come I can’t play outside
with the big kids? How does a light turn on? Why
can’t I say that? Are aliens real? If you happen to be
the parent of a child who is able to engage in
conversation, it is more likely than not that you
have been asked to answer a wide variety of
questions like these. A desire to understand how
things operate and why things are the way they are
is a natural tendency of humans. Still, depending on
your personality type, your energy levels, your mood
in a particular moment, and how frequently these
questions have been asked of you, these questions
may start to seem like they will never end. When
will it stop? If you are ever frustrated or
overwhelmed by your kiddo’s back-to-back rapidfire stream of inquiries, try to remember that from a
child’s perspective, the world is a big, unknown,
curious place. Furthermore, your child’s burning
sense of curiosity and their accompanying
questions actually demonstrate that they are
critically conceptualizing the world around them.
With each and every day that passes, through every
new experience and observation, from every
question asked and answered, a child is being
brought into our society; the learning of social
norms and values is necessary for your child’s ability
to partake in our worldly affairs.

As a guardian, you are charged with the task of
ensuring that your little one is able to transition
into an independent, responsible adult, and
although you may be forced into the role of the
leader, provider, and teacher in most situations, it
is important to remember that the relationship
between you and your child is not a one-way
street. Aside from the joyful moments, the happy
memories, and the feelings of pride that you may
experience thanks to your child, there is actually a
great deal more that your child brings to the
table. Think of yourself and your role in
comparison to them and their role. Certainly, you
are the more experienced, responsible,
knowledgeable, financially capable person in the
dynamic. You might be the one who teaches them
how to take care of themselves, how to conform to
the status quo, how to get by in the world, how to
become an adult – this is not an easy
responsibility to have to deal with on a daily basis.
Because of the deep level of commitment and the
many sacrifices that you are obligated to make for
them, it can be easy to fall into a mentality where
you see yourself as the provider and your child as
the recipient. Still, there is so much that you could
receive from your child as your youthful, excitable,
curious, stubborn, idealistic, reckless counterpart.
While they might not be the one that “teaches”
you, per se, they can serve as the one who reminds
you, re-teaches you what it means to be
imaginative, inquisitive, and critical. With their
simultaneous proximity to a newer, untouched
slate and their distance from the socialprogramming that is called status quo, your child
could revitalize you, showing you that it is okay to
question the world and to dream of alternative,
viable realities that we as adults too often dismiss
as impractical fantasies. Because of these
inspirational traits exhibited by children, the
influential feminist theorist, bell hooks, writes in
Theory as Liberatory Practice that children are the
best theorists (hooks, 2013).
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Generally speaking, while adults have been
more fully indoctrinated and battered into
being “good” workers and citizens who take
for granted the operations of our society
and overwhelmingly accept the
shortcomings of our system as “just the way
things are,” children, anchored in their
healthy imaginations and their critical
observation, are less likely to filter out that
which is viewed as socially unacceptable.
Kids are more likely to ask questions about
why things are, how things are, and for
what reasons they are without fear of
retaliation or judgment. Furthermore, they
are more likely to unashamedly and
imaginatively craft and share with others
the possibilities that they have creatively
envisioned. By no means are all questions
posed by a child rooted in a conscious,
overt criticism of society, nor are the ideas
that they foster and engage with intended
to transform the world. Even so, their
questions are founded upon a fearless
curiosity. The creative ideas that kids
develop and share are often less
conforming possibilities not limited by what
is deemed plausible or normative. Such
ideas are visions of what could be as
opposed to abiding by what is, and -- in
many cases -- one could argue that if these
notions were polished and set forth in the
language of adults, they could actually be
interpreted as pushing forth a radical
politic (Traylor, 2005). It can be further
argued that you should actively support
and learn from your child’s active
imagination and critical inquiry by taking a
look at psychological factors. By merging a
scientific perspective (more specifically, a
psychoanalytical one) with a philosophical
lens, psychiatrist Jacques Lacan – often
referred to in his field as “the most
controversial psycho-

anal ys t s i nce Fr eud” – as s er t s t hat dur i ng
t he 6 mont h t o 1 8 mont h per i od of i nf ancy,
whi ch he cal l s t he “ Mi r r or St age” of ear l y
devel opment , a f oundat i onal event i n
human under s t andi ng of “ s el f ” ar i s es . At
ar ound s i x mont hs ol d, an i nf ant –
power l es s , unabl e t o car e f or hi r s el f and not
yet abl e t o f ul l y cont r ol t hei r own mus cl es –
nat ur al l y under goes a cogni t i ve change
wher e t hei r br ai n r ecogni zes an i mage of
hi r s el f t hat appear s t o be whol e, f unct i onal ,
and compl et e. Thi s i mage of hi r s el f can be
f ound t hr ough ei t her a r ef l ect i on of a mi r r or
or t hr ough a r ef l ect i on of hi r s el f t hat t he
i nf ant s ees t hr ough t hei r mot her . Rat her
t han i dent i f yi ng t hi s i mage of s el f as a
mi r r or i mage r ef l ect i on of t hei r own bei ng,
t he baby ( who does not yet have f ul l cont r ol
of hi r s el f and t hus does not vi ew hi r s el f as
whol e) s eeks t o become t he r ef l ect i on,
whi ch i s f ul l y- f or med and i nt act . Thi s mar ks
t he begi nni ng of a human’ s compl ex
r el at i ons hi p wi t h s el f , whi ch i s devel oped i n
r el at i on t o ot her s . The baby does not s ee
t he i mage as hi r s el f , but r at her t hey s ee t he
i mage as s omet hi ng t o emul at e and s t r i ve
f or i n i t s compar at i ve per f ect i on. I t i s
i mpor t ant t o not e t hat becaus e t he baby
begi ns t o under s t and hi r s el f t hr ough a
mi r r or i mage – an i mage of s el f t hat i s
i nver t ed and not r epr es ent at i ve of how t hey
act ual l y appear - - t hat t he baby’ s
under s t andi ng of s el f i s not a t r ue
r epr es ent at i on of s el f . When t he mi r r or
s t age ends at about 1 8 mont hs , t he baby
s t ops t r yi ng t o model t hei r mi r r or ed
r ef l ect i on, t hei r i deal i zed s el f . I ns t ead, t hey
begi n t o emul at e t hos e ar ound t hem, who,
havi ng gone t hr ough t he s ame mi r r or
s t age, ar e es s ent i al l y l i vi ng i n an i magi ned
r eal i t y f ounded upon t he i deal s of an
unat t ai nabl e s el f and mi s gui ded ot her s
( Lacan, 1 977) .
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Again, we urge you to not view the parent-child
dynamic solely as a top-down power structure, a
dichotomy of teacher and student, giver and
taker, but rather as a reciprocal relationship
between you, the more capable, experienced,
polished member of society, and your curious,
emotional, animated young one. Try imagining
an alternative reality in which falsehoods
concerning artificial differences between
children and adults are not enforced. What
might this look like in terms of self-expression
and self-respect, mutual expression and mutual
respect? Borrowing a term employed by Jack
Halberstam in his article “An Introduction to
Female Masculinity From Female Masculinity,”
we argue for the utilizing of a “nonce
taxonomy,” defined by critical theorist Eve
Sedgwick as “the making and unmaking and
remaking and redissolution of hundreds of old
and new categorical imaginings concerning all
the kinds it may take to make up a world
(Halberstam, 2013).” In this context, the process
of “making,” “unmaking,” “remaking,” and
“redissolution” would let adults continue to
maintain and exert those “childish”
characteristics that all of us still have, and it
would allow children to be taken seriously and
to meaningfully contribute to society. To
reiterate, we ask that you actively promote your
child’s further learning and idea creation, and
that you consider taking it upon yourself to
learn from these processes. A CNN article
states, “as [children] get older, they want to
play it cool and avoid showing a sense of awe
about pretty much anything … but there are
things we can do to combat this trend … You
can share their wonder at the world … Too often,
learning is about having the "right" answer, and
adults are the keepers of knowledge. Instead of
always being the expert, be an explorer with
your kid and let them teach you along the way.
Try to stay open and curious about other
positions or further facts about a topic. Foster
problem solving and critical thinking by going
deeper, examining opposing points of view, and
finding connections. [Ask], ‘what do you think?’”
(Elgersma, 2015) In doing so, we can
revolutionize the world by changing how we
view ourselves and each other.
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A NOTE FROM THE ARTIST:
YSABEL TRUJILLO
Not to exaggerate, but I think kids are the best. They are significantly better than adults, period. When
I began working on my senior thesis project in fall 2018, artist Virgil Ortiz (look him up) encouraged
me to pursue a language of symbols. I sat down one night soon after with a pen and a sketchbook, and
drew some lines, circles, and dashes. Before I knew it, I had a language of one inch by one inch
pictographs. I’ve built several projects around my language and I’m so grateful to the magazine team
for including me in The New Kids. More than anything I admire how kids don’t give a flying fladoodle
about pretty much anything. I think adults could take some notes. As a creative adult I will always
view kid energy as a source of inspiration and awe. To the kids reading: my hope is that you see
yourselves as creative beings with life experiences and knowledges that can be the foundation for any
kind of creative adventure. Draw on these pages, rip them out, fold them into paper cranes, set them on
fire (with an adult present), make a movie of it burning, project the movie onto your ceiling. Do what
sounds ridiculous and then go one step further.
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Try Drawing your
own Symbols: Give
them meaning and
tell a story.

THE NEW KIDS

PAGE 15

INTERVIEW

AN INTERVIEW WITH MISS GIGI
BY JABU NDLOVU
The Cheryl Schlessman Bennet Childrens center is an after school daycare which operates from Colorado College. We went
to speak to the children and had the privilege of speaking to teacher Ms. Gigi; who has lived in over 35 states and taught in
dozens of them. Ms. Gigi has taught ages between three and nineteen years old, but she loves younger children because they
keep her entertained. She told us stories from racist parents in Utah to her everyday laughs of watching kids walk into walls by
accident. Ms. Gigi loves kids, but has had issues with parents. She believes that adults are the problem in our society because
children are so moldable and curious.
We believed it was important to interview the teacher of the children we talked to because it gave us another observer's more
general perspective. Ms. Gigi has been teaching since 1983 and has witnessed tremendous change in how children behave
with the rise of technology and attitudes around parenting. She claims the rise of technology has been good because it
exposes kids to more and allows them to ask more questions
Ms. Gigi pushed us to think critically about which kids were allowed to be safe and remain innocent and how class and
classroom space inform the learning experience of children. For example, children would be the same age and one would be
aware of his older brother’s sexual and romantic experiences while the other wasn’t allowed to know what the term “crush”
meant. If it was up to Ms. Gigi, parents would be more transparent with their children in order to allow for a more open and
honest dialogue. This communication can help children better understand their identity and positionality in a world
attempting to colonize, normalize, and potentially marginalize them. They need this awareness to push back and become the
“little geniuses” their parents already believe them to be. Kids can be geniuses because of the lense they see the world
through, but not if they are over sheltered and shut down.
Ms. Gigi had a lot of insight on an issue that scholars have attempted to discuss without the implementation of working
directly with children. Although we don’t have kids, we see the potential their minds have at reorganizing the world without
internalizing unhealthy norms through their ability to theorize. The most important takeaway from this interview should be to
guide children towards questions and curiosity that even you didn’t know to ask. However, if you don’t guide and challenge
them they will either attempt to guide each other or begin the process of conforming to the world. Conforming will only bring
kids to the same pain adults are facing in our current culture and institutions.
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What Kind of books are the kids drawn to?
Right now they’re going through the minecraft and fortnite phase, so anything with mine-craft or building or anything close
to that they do. They don’t like to read very much, I have to force them (chuckle) but that’s okay. I can’t really say anything
bad about minecraft cause it does stimulate them creatively and works with their imagination, they have to figure out how
to get to the next level, they get to build stuff. But they need to do more things that aren’t so technology focused. Because
they really don’t know how to act in public and with other people, not the way they should. And it’s more of a problem now
the more digitized we’ve gotten the worse it has become, you gotta realize I started teaching in 83’. The difference is that
their questions are more direct now so you have a general idea of what their watching and what they’re not supposed to
watch, back then they only came to you if it was really dire. They ask more questions because of technology and because
they are exposed to stuff, have of them have Netflix, Hulu and Xfinity to go so they can watch anything at anytime.
Do They respond better to picture books or stories with grand adventure narratives?
They do prefer picture books.
Are most of their books educational or mainly grand narratives?
We have a very extensive library and they can choose anything from anywhere, science, physics chemistry cooking music
languages and just general reading, so they do read when I make them.
What kind of things make the kids upset besides physical injuries? Are there any difficult topics for them to discuss?
Not many, for the most part they don’t fight very much about anything in here, and I will let them carry on their
conversations to a certain extent but I do have a room full of boys here so it’s all penis, poop and Uranus. The one their hitting
with that joke has not figured it out yet. But for the most part they don’t fight. You know with little boys it’s just they think its
cute or funny to say what they aren’t allowed to.
What kind of questions do the kids usually ask?
As long as it’s not so raunchy, they can ask anything. Because I want them too, I’d rather have them talk to me and then I can
talk to their parents than talking to the other children because it’s like the blind leading the blind. They normally don’t ask
about life things, they have certain stories that they read but if it’s something like sex, I tell them to talk to their parents. Or if
it’s just one on one and they tell me something that they know, I’ll correct them if it’s wrong and tell their parents I corrected
them. But they usually talk to me about anything, we’re all comfortable.
Do the kids talk about race, queerness or gender identity?
Not here, race diversity is not really here in this small school in Colorado. I think the kids are aware of these things but the
parents don’t talk about it with them. Children aren’t the problem in our society it’s the adults.
What is the classroom dynamic like and how do conversations come up?
This is the smallest class I’ve ever had, I’m used to 70 to 75 kids, and this is a walk in the park. We have group conversations if
they’re comfortable enough with you and if not and they really
want to talk about something they’ll come to you in private. And so when they do that I always make time. You can usually
see it on their face, and the conversations range from somebody didn’t play with them that day, uhh someone told them that
their shirt didn’t match their pants and it affected their whole day. People don’t realize that children are really just little
adults, they just haven’t learnt to process all the things we’ve learnt to process. So in the interim while their growing
everything seems so dramatic and exacerbated for them but its just that they still haven’t figured out the way to process
them and work through it and that’s why I always tell them because they’re quick to say “ Oh don’t do this” and it’s the blind
leading the blind.
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Having worked so many years in education and living in over 35 states what consistent obstacle did you see kids
facing throughout your work?
The main obstacle is their parents, they don’t push them. Children won’t flourish and they won’t question you, they won’t try to
do more, because their parents aren’t pushing them. Go in there and try this new thing, do it, do it, do it. If they don’t push them
and don’t talk to them about it then they won’t try. I don’t have many obstacles, look around here and look at what they are
doing. A lot of the problem with the parents is that they like to think their daughter is brilliant but they don’t wanna push them,
they’ve read books upon books upon books from people that have never raised children or stepped into a classroom and it’s
the truth. Most of those baby books the people have never had a child or stepped into the classroom, not in the way that
matters. They never had to truly apply what they claim they know so the problem is they want their children to succeed but they
want you to make them succeed their way, their way is not my way, I’m gonna push and they have to learn that if you don’t
start pushing them now they will never figure out how to keep going, how to motivate themselves to go by themselves.
Why do you think parents don’t want to push their kids?
Some of these parents wouldn’t make it. If they only knew what their children went through during the day, half of these
parents would pull their children out of school. The things they have to endure during the day, the peer pressure, the bullying
and still making through the whole day trying to learn something, it’s a chore!

If you were to give any advice to parents on how to keep pushing what would that be?
Don’t forget that once upon a time you were a child. Remember what it was like, everybody forgets. Even
the teachers, everyone forgets what it was like to be told “you’re not old enough to know that right now,
wait until you’re older” or “that’s not for you, you’re just a child” just think about how strange that feels. And
the world is a beautiful place, even as scary as it is, but the more your push them out there and push them
to be overt, to speak to strangers and speak to the homeless, the better citizens they become. But they
don’t want to push them, children can’t be protected if they don’t know what’s going on out there, you can’t
be with them 24/7 so they have to learn to protect themselves. And I teach them that in here. Parents
remember that you were once children, and that they have to see the world through your eyes and you
have to see the world through their eyes!
What do you do to push them and keep them in this curious space?
We have a curriculum; this month is national craft month. So I’ve been incorporating a lot of home skills so
on Friday they learnt how to sewn on a button. They have to learn those things, we have sewing machines
and 3d printer. We keep that in the basement because nothing would get done if it was up here, but I try, I
try to give them enough to find their niche, we cook, we sew, we code, we have coding days, they study
three languages, they do everything in here and they love doing it. I think they’re not exposed enough.t
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Conclusion
Ms. Gigi has touched on many of our ideas for raising empowered children. We thought to put Ms. Gigi
thoughts in conversation with feminist theorists to reinforce her poignant critiques. Ms Gigi pushed us to think
about Audre Lorde’s Age, Race, Class, and Sex:Women Redefining Difference because it allows us to
acknowledge that culture does not just mean race or gender. In other words,
culture extends to multiple identities and it is important to incorporate that
knowledge when teaching children. Ms. GG took it upon herself to push and
challenge her students because she felt the parents were shielding their kids
from the world. Lorde claims “it is the responsibility of the oppressed to
teach the oppressor their mistakes, I am responsible for educating teachers who
dismiss my child’s culture in school”(Lorde, 290). It is necessary to introduce
children to the real world so they can ask questions about it in order to
create a better society at large. Now it cannot only fall on the oppressed, but
what Lorde and Ms Gigi urge us to realize is the way that exposing all children
to marginalized difference as opposed to sheltering them from it builds
holistic citizens who serve as change actors for the future.
Ms Gigi is in conversation
with molecular feminist Deboleena Roy, who explores the importance of blending
feminism with the natural sciences. In Roy’s work she speaks about the power of
grass-roots movements and how they serve as “disruptions” in “social
cooperation and institutional arrangements” (Roy 204). Much like Ms Gigi, Roy
believes in the power of stimulating curiosity locally for the betterment of
knowledge production. What is radical is the way molecular feminism speaks
science; a space that has been gate-kept from the scrutiny of critical analysis
that is not limited to quantitative reasoning, but takes seriously the
ways in which science has been used as tool of oppression. What magic could we
find nestled in these ruptures? What could children re-imagine if this dream
was enacted more frequently and accessibly?
In “When species meet” a theoretical text
where ecofeminist and cyborg enthusiast Donna Harraway deconstructs the layers
that build our objectivity and physical bodies, stating “I think we learn to be
worldly from grappling with, rather than generalizing from, the ordinary. I am
a creature of the mud, not the sky… to be one is always to become with many.”.
Harraway speaks to a harmony that our bodies have with our world, the way in
which our physical makeup is as constituted as our social make up, therefore
“to be one is always to become with many”. Ms Gigi too believes that we as
citizens have a greater responsibility to ourselves and our fellow humans to
educate kids on this complexities and delicate links that characterize our
difference but also bind us in society.
We hope this interview reminds you to
push your child with love and compassion, to check in with them every chance
you get and to understand that exposure is a benefit for all children.

Meiosis by Ysabel Trujillo
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children
matter
“There can be no keener revelation of a
societys soul than the way in which it treats
its children” Nelson Mandela
“Children must be taught how to think, not
what to think” Margaret Mead
“Children are not things to be molded, but
are people to be unfolded” Jess Lair
“It is easier to build strong children than it
is to repair broken men” Frederick Douglass
“Children are living messages we send to a
time we will not see” John F. Kennedy
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