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editor’s letter

MY FIRST
BROGASM

Dear Reader,
It is my great pleasure to introduce you to the
first edition of Brogasm. If you have chosen to read
this magazine, I applaud you for your inquisitive spirit and open perspective. The terms “bro” and “feminist” are not commonly encountered together, yet it
is the mission of this publication to prove that the
two are not mutually exclusive by publishing articles
appealing to the “bro feminist”. Brogasm appreciates
that feminism is not merely a movement for women,
but a movement for all humanity. For too long has the
bra-burning, man-hating, b-i-t-c-h been the figurehead
of the Feminist Movement. This is a false conception, and the ignorant must open their eyes and appreciate that the struggles of women’s liberation are
not the struggles of women alone. A decade into the
21st century, it is time to shout from the rooftops the
truth: that the gains and goals of feminists must be the
endeavor of us all.
Over a century ago, feminist John Stuart
Mill wrote of how toppling the patriarchal societal
construct would ultimately be to the benefit of men
as well as women. He described a boy who, growing into manhood, was taught to believe that without
any merit or exertion of his own, he could exercise
superiority over half of the human race, and inquired,
“What must be the effect on his character of this lesson?” (80) More importantly, what effect would rearing an individual with such a deluded worldview have
on society at large? Brogasm appeals to the individual
who realizes that their merit and their exertion are the
judges of their character, rather than the circumstance
of their birth.
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Brogasm is for men who appreciate that they
share in the benefits of feminism. These benefits range
from prioritizing fatherhood, to healthier relationships
(both hetero and homosexual), to decreasing the emotional stress of being the sole financial provider for
one’s family. As John Savel, professor of education at
the University of Michigan, explains, “I have serious
anxiety issues, and I have been wondering if part of
that has to do with the pressure I have [to be traditionally masculine] and my failure to act that way” (Deven, 18).
Brogasm realizes that it is time to make men
and young “bros” larger agents in the woman’s liberation struggle. It is an interesting paradox that women
- the victims - are expected by some to shoulder alone
the responsibility of their liberation. Why is it that
support and prevention groups for rape and domestic
violence are predominantly female-run, when obviously both sexes are involved in these offenses? Why
do some men see rape happening, think it is wrong,
but then label the prevention of it as a “women’s
issue?” Why is it that only 8% of rape prevention
programs in the United States are designed specifically for boys and men (Deven, 18)? Why is it that we
teach our daughters not to walk alone at night more
than we teach our sons not to assault women walking
alone at night? While some groups such as the White
Ribbon Campaign signify a step in the right direction, the widely held “boys will be boys” sentiment is
outdated and dangerous. Brogasm has decided that it
is time to create a space in which men are appreciated
as partners in the Feminist Movement, so that we may
begin to break down the effectual barriers to men’s
participation.

Brogasm was created in the sentiment of Mary
Wollstonecraft, who inquired, “For what can equal the
sensations produced by mutual affection, supported by
mutual respect?” (63) Brogasm openly discusses the
advantages of sex and relationships within a feminist
perspective. The human need that most people possess
for sexual relations is where Wollstonecraft’s argument for maximum pleasure at the hands of mutual
respect comes to a head. Heterosexual relationships
are a main area of entanglement between the sexes,
legitimizing the claim that male and female emancipation are deeply intertwined. Societal expectations of
the “bro” surrounding the topic of sex and relationships is a complex issue indeed, and one that Brogasm
endeavors to decompress. Brogasm addresses issues
like hook-ups, rape, homosexuality, peer pressure and
societal expectations, party etiquette, respectful relationships, and the elusive female orgasm. In openly
discussing all things sexual in a way that is tailored
for the “bro feminist,” Brogasm breaks the mold and
challenges historical stereotypes, allowing the “bro”
to wear the label of feminist proudly.
In our illuminating first edition, we address
issues pertaining to your lives, my dear bros. From
“flow” to hookups and sexual assault, our first edition
tackles fun and heavy issues alike. In our article, “Bro
Hard or Bro Home,” we problematize the “slut - stud”
dichotomy, as well as challenge media stereotypes.
Recent news articles, such as “Confessions of an Ivy
League Frat Boy: Inside Dartmouth’s Hazing Abuses,” are concerning for both the troubling feminist
issues they bring to light regarding hook-up culture
on college campuses, but additionally for the wide
brush they threaten to paint bros, athletes, and fraternity boys with en mass (Reitman 4). Only people with
their heads up their asses can possibly think that all
bros are in favor of sexually coercing and objectifying
young women at parties. Brogasm invites you to rise
up and shout that you stand with us in the struggle to
end dangerous and masochistic elements of hook-up
culture.
To supplement this article, read our interview
with Colorado College LGBTQ specialist Elizabeth
Kancilia about sexual assault for tips on how to behave in the uncomfortable – and potentially dangerous
–situations sometimes encountered by men who want
to stand up for women at parties, but feel limited by
pressures to maintain standards of “masculinity.” Ms.

Kancilia’s interview is rich with information as well
as representative of the perspective and challenges
specifically faced by LGBTQ students.
On a more serious note, “Human Trafficking: A Human Issue” showcases the sentiment that feminist
issues are in fact human rights issues. The epidemic
of sexual trafficking touches the lives of men and
women, boys and girls alike. By examining power dynamics and exploring the social construct that allows
abuses to occur, we can better understand the idea of
feminism as well as the causes and underlying issues
surrounding sexual trafficking.
Weighed down by the chains of masochistic
societal pressures, the “bro” can find it difficult to
fully embrace and connect with feminist rhetoric.
Brogasm endeavors to publish articles that are both
interesting and empowering to those functioning
socially within “bro-culture.” Readers, I thank you for
your bravery in breaking the mold. Welcome to the
world of non-classical feminism!				
				
Samantha Barlow
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How would you define “bro?”
How would you define “feminist?”
Male Junior, Ex Athlete-

Bro: an athletic guy whose priorities lie in impressing
his fellow bros by means of excessive drinking and
womanizing...
Feminist: a woman or man who is SUPPOSED to be
an advocate of gender equality both in terms of social
perception and legal rights, but I would argue that
most self-proclaimed feminists are actually hypocritical aggressors, misguidedly attempting to uplift
women while degrading and stereotyping the men
who are supposedly doing it to them.

Female Sophomore, RA-

Bro: a guy who is very athletic, is most likely involved in a sport and defines himself by a close knit
group of boys. He seeks acceptance from the group
and may or may not tend to objectify girls, but definitely likes to get with them.
Feminist: a woman who strongly fights for equal standards and gender issues. She is a strong woman who
will not take no for an answer and fights for what she
believes to be right. She owns her sexuality.

Female Junior, Athlete-

Bro: somebody who wears a backwards hat, bro tank,
and talks like he got punched in the mouth two seconds ago.
Feminist: someone who believes in the equality of
men and women.

Female Junior, Athlete-

Bro: a boy who plays lacrosse.
Feminist: a woman who doesn’t shave her armpits.

Junior Male, Ex-Athlete (active)-

Bro: a guy who prioritizes his male friendships and is
into having a good time. There are many variations:
lax bro, cali bro, etc.
Feminist: someone for the advancement of woman.

Female Junior, Non-Athlete-

Bro: a dude, probably a laxer, who thinks he’s really
cool.
Feminist: someone who argues for woman’s rights
and is really annoying about it.

Male Freshman, Athlete -

Bro: an alpha-male idiot; 16-25 years old, inarticulate,
typically belligerent, and identifies excessively with
lacrosse. Can frequently be seen driving ridiculous
raised up trucks whose size is inversely proportional
to its owner’s penis.
Feminist: not necessarily a man-hater, sometimes
someone who is just pro-girl.

Female Freshman, Scientist-

Bro: a guy who hangs out with a bunch of other guys,
has a typical casual style of dress and speech, and
although he may be smart comes off as uncaring about
sounding so.
Feminist: someone who fights for the rights and respect of women; glorifies and holds sacred the act of
being a woman.

Female Junior, Athlete-

Bro: someone, a boy, who is obsessed with his guy
friends to the point where he would prefer to hang
out with them instead of girls. He enjoys sports, beer
and mostly only interacts with girls when he is drunk
at parties. Often fratty...takes pride in the fact that he
can drink a lot. Mostly just obsessed with himself and
friends.
Feminist: someone, normally a woman, could be a
man, who advocates for equality between sexes. Often
very in-your-face about it. Often makes her opinions
heard.
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BROHARD
or
BROHOME

An Insight into College Hookup
Culture, Double standards and the
Unfair Media Portrayal of Bros
7 BROGASM

like the murder of UVA senior Yardley Love by her
lacrosse playing boyfriend, unfortunately give a bad
image to all bros.
By: Virginia Oates

According to a controversial Rolling Stones
article entitled “Confessions of an Ivy League Frat
Boy: Inside Dartmouth’s Hazing Abuses,” most DartFor those of you spending your days attending class
mouth women “complain of the predatory nature of
and your evenings drinking, you are probably expethe fraternities and the dangers that go beyond drinkriencing one of the “best four years of your life” at
ing…There are always a few guys in every house who
college. At some point while attending your academic
are known to use a date-rape drug” (Reitman, 4). A
institution, you have probably come across the word
Dartmouth frat bro explains that “a girl who wants to
“bro.” After this word is dropped into conversation,
play pong at a frat party can do so only if she plays
the phrases “stud” and “slut” might follow. Of course
with a brother. Not to play is prudish; to be someone’s
the term “stud” describes a guy and the term “slut”
pong partner, though, generally means you’re going
describes a girl because, after all, almost no one has
to hook up with him afterwards…and if you don’t like
ever described a
it, ‘F*** you guy as a slut.
The double standard is the comparison be- don’t drink our
It is during
(Reitman,
tween a female ‘slut’ and ‘whore’ with a male beer’”
these four years
4). While such
of college that
who ‘gets a lot of ass’ and it therefore a ‘stud.’ bros are known
young adults are
for aggressive
given complete freedom for the first time. This freedrinking and even date-rape drugs, Dartmouth only
dom allows for experimentation with different classes, reports an average of 15 sexual assaults per year
unusual party costumes, various illegal substances,
among its 6,000 students. In fact, one study shows
and of course, hooking up. The term “hooking up” is
that 95 percent of all sexual assaults taking place
ambiguous, for it can describe anything from making
on college campuses nationally are never reported
out to anal sex. While sexual experimentation with
(Reitman, 4). Hearing such statistical information is
different people is in many ways valuable, the recent
frightening, and it begs the question of why. While
hookup culture on college campuses has turned sour.
each case of rape is unique, a common thread between
According to Boston College professor Karen Arnold,
occurrences is the sticky tie sexual assault maintains
“the dominant script for sexual activity on most U.S.
with the convoluted nature of hookup culture.
residential campuses, ‘hooking up’ explicitly separates physical intimacy from interpersonal closeness
Let’s take a look at a “typical” college night
and mutual commitment” (Arnold, 1).
out: A single woman spends hours trying on makeup
and outfits in order to look appealing. A single bro
The term bro is introduced in the beginning
plays beer pong with his friends, for he is a “mascuof this paper because, while not every guy in colline guy,” and thus is automatically in the position of
lege is a bro, these specific guys seem to be the ones
power based purely on his sex and fraternity title. Acwho receive the most credit for “getting” girls. The
cording to the Huffington Post, at small schools, “men
media portrays “bros” as athletic, fraternity-joining,
have to do so little to win a woman’s affection; this is
drunkards who become dangerous when grouped topartly because there is only a limited pool of people
gether. This portrayal is far from universally accurate,
to choose from,” so if celibacy is not desired, a female
however horrible incidents blown up by the media,
has few alternatives to accepting whatever bro wants

“the dominant script for sexual activity on most U.S. residential
campuses, ‘hooking up’ explicitly separates physical intimacy
from interpersonal closeness and mutual commitment”
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her (Deedee). After a few hours of partying together,
our male protagonist initiates a move to the bedroom.
This is where things get interesting and the double
standard is highlighted.
The double standard is the comparison between a female “slut” or “whore” with a male who
“gets a lot of ass” and is therefore a “stud.” It has
been noted, “one of the primary social issues is the
double standard” (Neitogomez, 245). Guys want a girl
who willingly takes part in sexual activities, including hopefully oral or vaginal sex. If a girl doesn’t “put
out,” she is considered a prude and undesirable, yet
if a girl sleeps around too much and actually “puts
out” when asked, she is seen as a slut and is then also
undesirable. In comparison, a guy who sleeps around
is simply given a pat on the back and considered
accomplished and experienced. However, we must
remember that the double standard is not only caused
by bros, but instead is perpetuated by both males and
females who are conforming to their idea of what college culture entails.
Although the double standard is unfair and the
hookup culture twisted, this once again does not mean
that all bros are woman-hunting assholes - many have
unfairly been given a bad rap due to negatively exposed incidents by the media. To all you bros reading
this, I applaud you for presumably being part of this
latter group. Thank you for standing up against your
friends at parties, or even simply calling out someone’s analysis of “that chick I banged last night” as
inappropriate and belittling. I hope you will remember
all you have read here next time you venture into a
music blasting, girl-filled frat house with a solo cup in
hand.
Bibliography
Arnold, Karen. “College Student Development and the Hook Up
Culture.” Jan. 2009. Web. 10 May 2012.
Deedee, Deb. “College Hookup Culture Part I: She Says.”
The Huffington Post. TheHuffingtonPost.com, 29 Sept. 2011.
Web. 10 May 2012.
Neitogomez, Anna. “Chicana Feminism.” Feminist Theory. 3rd
ed. New York, NY: McGraw Hill, 2012. 245. Print.
Reitman, Janet. “Confessions of an Ivy League Frat Boy: Inside
Dartmouth’s Hazing Abuses.” Rollingstone.com. 28 Mar.
2012. Web. 10 May 2012.

9 BROGASM

All bros are not woman-hunting
assholes - many have unfairly been
given a bad rap due to negatively
exposed incidents by the media.

“Women in Time”

Instalation, oil on panel

By Emerson Gates
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The media constantly exposes college horror stories of crazy party scenarios, underage binge drinking,
as well as the dangers of sexual assault. Recent uproars such as the controversial Rolling Stones article “Confessions of an Ivy League Frat Boy: Inside Dartmouth’s Hazing Abuses” illustrate every parent’s nightmare of their
child’s college experience. A Dartmouth student explains the commonly perceived college culture as “‘pervasive hazing, substance abuse and sexual assault’” (Reitman, 4). Although parents constantly worry about the
uncontrollable and remind their college babies of everything evil in this world, change must come from within.
Students on campus, of all genders, must assume responsibility. As a feminist and bro-tastic magazine, we are
giving you the whole scoop on sexual assault, encompassing LGBTQ perspectives and advice on how you can
create positive change.
We interviewed Beth Kancilia, a LGBTQ Student Specialist at Colorado College, a liberal arts institution in Colorado Springs. The school represents a smaller demographic as it only houses approximately 2,000
undergraduates. Despite these small numbers, the school has students from all 50 states and 58 foreign countries. In addition, the male-female percentage is almost equal. This transcontinental diversity in such a small,
interconnected community was key to Brogasm’s selection of the school for this article, as the school is able
to represent students from all over the United States (compared to a large a state school drawing largely from
the surrounding region). Ms. Kancilia is a recent alumnus of Colorado College, graduating as a PIFP Fellow in
2010. According to the Colorado College’s LGBTQ Student Life page, “Colorado College strives to create an
affirming and just campus environment while supporting the development of students of all gender and sexual
identities” (“Colorado College”). Ms. Kancilia used her own personal interactions as a student and now as a
faculty member, combined with her educational experiences and studies, to thoughtfully answer all questions.
Brogasm: Ms. Kancilia, what does
your job entail?

THE DIRT ON
THE DIRTY

Interview with Beth Kancilia, LGBTQ Student Specialist
Office of Minority and International Students
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Beth Kancilia: I advise all students
who work on queer issues and help
to advise new ventures. It has been
extremely busy this year with new
speakers, new funds, etcetera. I oversee LGBTQ interns, and we have
started a new alumni LGBTQ group
— we have included faculty and
staff as part of that community, as
well as parents. The group launched
last week: we sent 350 letters, and
people will be deciding if they want
to opt in. This group is finally established after years of work! The class
of 2012 will also receive a letter and
will decide if they want to be part
of the group. We initially contacted people who were queer, but we
now are including younger generations because we want people to self
identify. All alumni are allowed to
join because we want this group to
expand. Anyone can join; we don’t
want to label people.

Additionally, I always work on many
other issues. The LGBTQ community needs lots of support — they are
an invisible group on campus. We
are also working on attracting transsexual students, as in the past we had
difficulties knowing how to advocate
for them. I am also an advisor for the
Glass House, which is a multi-cultural community.
Brogasm: How prevalent is sexual
assault on college campuses?
Ms. Kancilia directed us to statistics provided by Heather Horton, the
campus Sexual Assault Response
Coordinator:
o
1 in 4 college women experience completed or attempted sexual
assault during their college years
(National College Women Sexual
Victimization Study, 2000).
o
Men comprised approximately 13% of reported rapes and
sexual assaults in 2002 (DOJ, 2003).

o
1 in 17 Colorado men experience completed or attempted sexual
assault in their lifetime (CO Department of Public Health and Environment and CCASA, 1998).
o
10% of crimes against gay
men and lesbian women include sexual assault (Comstock, 1991).
o
In 8 out of 10 sexual assault
cases, the victim knew the perpetrator
(TJaden and Toennes, 2000).
o
19% of sexual assaults are
committed by intimate partners (National Women’s Study, 1992).
BG: How long have you been interested in helping students with sexual
assault and LGBTQ issues?
BK: I haven’t worked directly with
sexual assault issues, but as a feminist
who sees the unique nature of sexual
violence in the LGBTQ community,
it is relevant and interesting to navigate within this context. Even hearing
phrases such as “I’m hitting on you
Spring 2012
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Hopefully with a change in language, people of all genders and
sexualities will feel comfortable discussing assault and working
together to create safe, trustworthy college campuses.

because you are queer” seem like a
pass to some people. I worked with
SOSS to talk about the unique nature
of sexual identification, which seems
like a pigeonhole to people. There
are so many layers around sexual
identification and masculinity, for
example, “masculine” guys don’t
want to be outed as gay. There is a
certain negative language around being gay.

older generations of queer folk still
have issues.
As for domestic violence, some people just don’t know how to handle it.
Statistics say that 1 in 12 people who
are transsexual are murdered in the
US. There is a culture around abuse
in the US that keeps abuse from being reported. For example, if you are
a “dude” with true masculinity, how
could you be sexually assaulted?
Some also just don’t take males or
transsexuals who are abused seriousBG: What percentage of these asly. People often go into the bathroom
saults is actually reported?
when assaulted; however, for transBK: Studies show that about 95% of sexuals who are constantly assaulted, bathrooms are not a safe space.
campus rapes go unreported.
There seems to be no public physical
safe space for trans.
BG: Why do you think this is?

BK: Many people ask: If people are
engaging in queer sex, how can any
assault be identified as sexual assault? Masculinity gets in the way of
sexual assault because males who are
assaulted by other males don’t want
to admit it. As for female-female
relationships, there is a stigma that
they do not abuse one another, that
there is not domestic violence. This
is NOT TRUE. There is also a stigma
against reporting abuse because it
could be a blow to an entire community, and people don’t want to make
the community look bad. Language
is also an issue because it sometimes
unintentionally leaves out the LGBTQ community. For example, shelters are for “battered women,” which
suggests it is only for heterosexual
woman getting away from a man,
not a women getting away from an
abusive woman. We’ve made a lot of
progress and tides have changed, but
13 BROGASM

BG: How can we make females feel
safe talking to men about sexual assault?

BK: As women, we need to nurture
our community from within. With
queer folk, the same. We need to have
those tough conversations, and try not
to police each other. Support systems
need to change; not everyone steps
up when “that guy is being a douche
bag” and girls still call each other
“sluts”. Women are the ones who
perpetuate the gender structures the
most, as well as the male patriarchy.
College girls focus a lot on utilizing
other women, particularly friends,
as a platform for finding men. Instead of the focus being on having a
good time, they go out in a pack to
BG: Sexual response programs
find men. This is not all women, but
seem to be mostly female—how can a large amount. The girls they get
we break the stereotype and include ready with aren’t always real friends,
men?
but friends who find men—they just
get ready together to impress men. At
BK: Language is number one. Even night, they just leave each other with
if people are not using these reguys. We women have a lot of work
sources, if and when we get men,
to do. Policing is an issue, very probwe need to have language that is
lematic and sad, and we need better
inclusive. Otherwise we will just
female-female relationships.
run them off. Men who are sexually
assaulted need different language.
Men who understand these issues, BG: What advice would you give to
regardless of whether they have
males who see inappropriate situabeen sexually abused or not, need to tions?
be leaders because it is a masculine
problem. It hurts masculine pride. BK: I’d give them the same advice
Masculinity is not the only issue;
as I did to the girls: no male policing.
there are power dynamics between If you are a friend of that guy who is
any gender/sexuality as there is
doing something inappropriate, you
need to say, “Dude, that is not okay.”
always a patriarchy. People need
to step up and men need to give up I would say that to my sister too, or
hope that two brothers would say that
power; however, this can be very
to each other. We must utilize mashard within a privileged group.

culinity to make women see friendships as pure instead of supporting
inappropriate behavior. Men have a
responsibility too, even legally. The
same thing goes for women. Masculinity seems macho, but continuing to
do inappropriate things is not okay. In
some regards, comparing women going to college now as to in the 70s,
I feel like there is a shift backwards.
Friendships back then were more important, and now I feel like it is all
about working together to get laid.
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In the beginning of the interview we focus on LGBTQ issues surrounding sexual violence, for this is
rarely highlighted in everyday media. Ms. Kancilia explains how this group is almost invisible on a seemingly
liberal Colorado campus, which emphasizes how invisible this group must be on other college campuses. The
“problem of gender, as we now have it, is the violence—both real and metaphorical—we do by generalizing.
No woman or man fits into the universal gender stereotype,” and when someone stands, they often experience
violence or discrimination both on college campuses and in public (Sterling, 519). Ms. Kancilia mentions the
importance of all-inclusive language, especially on a college campus. Although the group is smaller, queer
folk need the same sexual assault support as heterosexuals, so the language surrounding relief programs has to
include people of all genders and sexuality.
Another interesting and similar point brought up by Ms. Kancilia is the issue of masculinity within college life. Masculinity is an issue because society has constructed “a narrow conception of masculinity, which
fosters oppression of both women and gay men” (Rhoads, 308). Due to this perception, bros, athletes and men
in general face a stigma regarding their masculinity if they come out as being gay. According to Horton’s studies from question two, 1 in 17 Colorado men experience completed or attempted sexual assault. However,
due to the pressures of masculinity, many men will never admit to being assaulted because it could taint their
manhood. In addition, guys who are sexually assaulted are often scrutinized or questioned, for how can a truly
masculine man actually be sexually assaulted?
Ms. Kancilia discusses various ways for students to change the stigma surrounding sexual assault as
well as prevention techniques. Sexual assault response programs are predominantly female run, however if we
change the language surrounding such programs to make it more relatable to men, then perhaps more men will
feel comfortable admitting to being assaulted. While programs such as Men Can Stop Rape are fantastic, they
are few and far between (Deven, 18). Hopefully with a change in rhetoric, people of all genders and sexualities
will feel comfortable discussing assault, will deconstruct the notion of “masculinity,” and will work together to
create safe, trustworthy college campuses.
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What Do you Know About Orgasms?
Take the Quiz and See How Much You Know

1. How many types of female orgasm are there?
A) 1
B) 3
C) 7
D) 5

2. Which type of orgasm is easiest for the average woman to obtain?
A) clitoral
B) G-spot
C) blended
3. Which of the following statements is NOT true about multiple orgasms?
A) After an initial orgasm, men go into a state where they cannot be aroused,
known as refractory period
B) After a women experiences initial orgasm, blood remains in pelvic area
C) Women are physiologically more ready than men to re-engage after initial
orgasm
D) After a man experiences initial orgasm, blood remains in genitals
4. How many women report having orgasms during sex?
A) 1 in 2
B) 2 in 5
C) 5 in 10
D) 1 in 10
5. Where is the G-spot?
A) It does not exist
B) 1/3 of the way into the vagina
C) 2/3 of the way into the vagina
D) Between the clitoris and the vagina
6. What percentage of women have never had an orgasm?
A) 5%
B) 10%
C) 15%
D) 20%
7. What percentage of women has reportedly faked an orgasm?
A) 25%
B) 92%
C) 75% D) 48%
8. True or False: Having an orgasm can clear your sinuses.
9. How long does it take the average man and woman to reach orgasm?
A) A man takes 5 minutes; a woman takes 10
B) A man takes 10 minutes, a woman takes 20
C) A man takes 7 minutes, a woman takes 20
D) Both take 15 minutes
10. Eating which of these foods can help improve a man’s erection?
A) Chicken
B) Bananas
C) Soy
D) Garlic
11. How old are men and women when they reach their sexual peak
(defined as having the most amount of orgasms)?
A) Men in their late teens; women in their mid-30s
B) Men in their early 20s, women in their late 30s
C) Men and women in their late 20s
D) Men in their late teens; women in their early 20s
Answers: 1.B, 2.A, 3.D, 4.D, 5.B, 6.C, 7.D, 8.True, 9.C, 10.C, 11.A
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“Yo! Did you see Chad’s sick flow?”
“Yeah dude, that flow gives our team meaning!”
By: Gabby C.

BROFLOW

Exploring Cross Cultural Steeze
and Challenging Gender Binaries

given to him by God. Unfortunately, Samson’s flow
did not last after the Philistines heard of his secret.
However, Samson is nonetheless a representation of
the correlation between flow and steeze (in his case,
the steeze of strength), perhaps making Samson one
of the oldest bros in history.

Hair is one of the most powerful symbols of
individual and group identity. Hair influences our
judgments about a person’s morality, sexual orientation, political beliefs, social status, religious afAs for men practicing the religion of Sikhism,
filiation, and for the purposes of this article, “flow”
they too have flow. Sikh men, the majority of which
(Synnot, 381). Now, what exactly is flow? One underlive in India, rarely cut their hair, instead allowing it
graduate student defined it as, “Lettuce in the back,
to become tangled and dirty - not your average bro
silk in the front” (Levitt). Urban Dictionary defines
flow, yet lengthy locks nonetheless (Hershman, 275).
flow as “Long, curly, or wavy hair that flows out of a
Why do Sikh men rock the locks? In simple terms,
lacrosse, and on occasion,
the “letting-go” of their locks
hockey bro’s helmet.” How- Native American men used represents their detachment
ever defining flow simply in
materialism, and furthertheir flow to embody their con- from
terms of hair is inaccurate,
more, their unique connection
nection to a higher being
for a bro’s flow is meaningto God. It is also believed that
ful and beneficial in two
the longer a Sikh grows his hair,
ways. The first benefit is social “steeze” (i.e. style and
the more attractive he becomes; washing of the hair is
ease): a bro’s ability to walk into a room and have
considered an intimate act, and done in private. So in
heads cocked at the glistening locks of hair dangling
sexy terms, the length of a Sikh’s hair is representaat his shoulders. Ah, yes. The second benefit is game
tional of his sexuality, or his sexual steeze.
steeze: where a bro’s team merit is based upon flow.
For example:
Similar to the flow practices of the Sikhs, NaBro1: “Yo! Did you see Chad’s sick flow?”
tive American men used their flow to embody their
Bro2: “Yeah dude, that flow gives our team
connection to a higher being — in their case, their
meaning!”
own spirit. I label Native Americans as bros not only
Clearly, the length of a bro’s hair has great implicafor their flow, but also for the creation of the most
tions for his steeze. But where did this correlation
monumental sport of bro-hood: lacrosse. Yes, Native
between lengthy locks and steeze come from? Perhaps American bros were of steeze indeed. Unfortunately,
this question is better addressed when examining the
with the colonization of North America came a cersteezy meaning of flow cross-culturally.
tain negative judgment from Europeans towards the
Let’s begin with Samson from the Bible.
Samson was a man of steeze in many respects: he
was incredibly good-looking, great in bed according to Delilah, and even more importantly, he was
a man of unbeatable strength. “Where is this man’s
sick strength coming from?” asked the lords of the
Philistines, “Why can’t we defeat him!?” After much
thought, the Philistines decided to inquire after Samson’s lover, Delilah, by imploring her to pry on their
behalf. After three days of questioning, Samson finally
revealed his secret to Delilah: his hair. Yes, Samson’s
lengthy hair was his source of strength and power
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appearances of Native Americans, and with that, the
length of their flow. Native American men experienced a pressure to cut off their “savage” and “animal-like” hair in order to conform into the image of
an “ideal man,” meaning the flow had to go. (Synott,
381) Many of these bros conformed while others kept
their spirits intact, faithfully representing their roots
both figuratively and literally.

lengthy locks and steeze come from, we can conclude
that perhaps it is connected to strength, sexuality, and
spirituality. Or perhaps it is just a source of connection for men, a brotherhood. Despite the implications
of flow, keep doing what you’re doing bros—keep
blurring that barrier between masculinity and
femininity

Traditionally in the United States, masculinity and “manhood”
are asymmetrical to femininity and “womanhood;” modern
American women are “supposed” to have long hair and modern
American men are “supposed” to have short hair.
The pressure of conformity that Native American males experienced with colonization is similar
to that of the modern bro. Traditionally in the United
States, masculinity and “manhood” are asymmetrical
to femininity and “womanhood;” modern American
women are “supposed” to have long hair and modern American men are “supposed” to have short hair.
Perfect example: public bathrooms. Every single time
an individual walks into a public bathroom, BOOM:
the “ideal” you is expected and “supposed” to be
immediately discernable (Halberstram, 502). Girls
have long hair. Boys have short hair. But in the case
of the modern American bro, it seems as if long hair
is beginning to represent masculinity for the brotherhood of lacrosse, hockey, and average unauthentic yet
extremely steezed-out males. So in response to the
original question of where the correlation between
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There are many forms of human trafficking, the most
prominent of which are sex and labor trafficking.

Written By: Gabby C.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

A HUMAN ISSUE

To call human trafficking a problem is pathetic. Human trafficking is becoming an epidemic. Over
2.5 million women, men, and children are trafficked
within nations and across borders all over the world,
making the human trafficking industry the second
largest and the fastest growing
illegal industry in the world. As
of 2005, the estimated global
annual income made from the
exploitation of human beings
was approximately 31.6 billion
dollars, almost half of which
is generated in industrialized
economies such as the United
States. The State Department
estimates that over 17,500
people are trafficked into the
United States each year, the
majority of which come from
Central and Latin America.
These people come seeking
financial security and are promised a fair job in the
United States, but are instead trafficked for the use of
others. These people become objects. Bringing human
trafficking to an end is the responsibility of all people,
for it affects all people, regardless of gender.

These people come
seeking financial security and are promised
a fair job in the United
States, but are instead
trafficked for the use
of others. These people
become objects.

Despite differences
between labor trafficking
and sex trafficking, the two
are not mutually exclusive.
An example of this can be seen in a human trafficking case which occurred in Houston, TX. In 2009, a
Salvadorian man was promised safe passage into the
United States, but instead, the smuggler took the man
to a ranch belonging to three American men. On the

Feminism is the fight to end power dynamics, to end the
idea that people can be abused to no end
So, what exactly is human trafficking? According to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000, human-trafficking is: “The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person
for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud,
or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.”
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Sex trafficking can occur in, but is not limited to, prostitution, pornography, stripping, live-sex
shows, mail-order brides, military prostitution, and
sex tourism. Labor trafficking can occur in, but is also
not limited to, domestic, agricultural, construction
and sweatshop factory labor, as well as begging. In
order to perform these tasks,
traffickers “condition” their
victims through methods such
as starvation, confinement,
beatings, physical abuse,
rape, gang rape, debt-bondage, threats of violence to
the victims and the victims’
families, forced drug use and
the threat of shaming their
families or being deported.

ranch, the man was forced to work without pay for
five months, picking vegetables at gunpoint. He was
beaten, raped, and burned with cigarettes. He was not
the only slave: “They treated us like animals,” reported the Salvadorian man after his escape. “You had to
do what they said, or else they would kill you” (Carroll, 1).
Spring 2012

22

Although occurrences such as these may seem
rare, they are
not. In fact,
the majority of people
being trafficked into
the United
States for
manual labor
are male. The US State Department report on human
trafficking states, “45 percent of the 286 certified adult
victims in year 2008 were male, a significant increase
from 6 percent certified in 2006.” Maria Trukillo,
the executive director of Houston Rescue & Restore
Coalition, reported that the actual number of male victims is most likely significantly higher than estimated
due to the stigmatized correlation between raped men
and masculinity.

exploitation are not about pleasure; they are about
power and control.

“They treated us like animals,” reported
the Salvadorian man after his escape.
“You had to do what they said, or else
they would kill you.”

Men and boys who are sexually exploited
must come to terms with not only the physical and
emotional trauma of repeated rape and abuse, but also
with their own conflicted sexuality and masculinity
afterwards. This added stigma prevents them from
coming forward and seeking assistance, which further compounds the problem of a lack of information
regarding the exploitation of men.
People who rape and exploit men do it for the
same reason they rape and exploit women. Rape and

Now, in
the eyes of
many, Feminism has
been and will
always be a
“women’s
movement.”
But to call feminism a “women’s movement” only
scratches the surface of what feminism truly is. It is,
in the words of Teresa Billington-Greig:
a movement seeking the reorganization of the
world upon a basis of sex-equality in all human relations; a movement which would reject
every differentiation between individuals upon
the ground of sex, would abolish all sex privileges and sex burdens, and would strive to set
up the reorganization of the common humanity of woman and man as the foundation of law
and custom (Treichler & Kramarae, 507).
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Feminism is the fight to end power dynamics,
to end the idea that people can be abused to no end.
It is the fight to end the image of people as objects
rather than humans, the fight to end systems such as
human trafficking. All of these issues exemplify why
feminism is not just a fight for women; it is more importantly a fight for “human rights.”

“Good Enough?”
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